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Music’s Sweetest Strains 


By W. M. Czamanske 


HERE was music in the heavens 
At the dawning of the days, 
When the morning stars together 
Sang their great Creator’s praise. 


There was music on the mountains, 
And the little hills replied, 

Till the valleys, too, were singing 
Songs of joy on every side 


There was music on the waters, 
On the coral reefs and strands, 

And the trees of field and forest 
Loudly clapped their leafy hands, 


There was music in the garden: 
And a shout of glad surprise, 

When oreation saw its Maker 
Walk with man in Paradise. 


There was music on the meadows, 
When the Root of Jesse’s stem 
Blossomed, like the rod of 
Ia the town of Bethlehem. 


But the music that surpasses 
All this earth has heard, or known, 
Will ring out where all the ransomed 
Gather round the Saviour’s throne. 


ITO B TAR 


jJacob’s Surrender 


Surrendering to God changes everything for the 
better. It does not change God, but it does change 
the one who surrenders. God was with Jacob to bless 
him from before the time of his birth, and God con- 
tinually poured out his blessings upon Jacob; but 
Jacob was slow to receive them in the abundance that 
might have been his all the time. He was selfish, lying, 
crafty, distrustful, yet God did not stop blessing him. 
Finally came the time when he “let go and let God.” 
It was on his way back from Haran to Canaan, with 
his large family and great company of servants and 
flocks, and intense fear was the circumstance used of 
God. When Jacob learned that his brother Esau, 
who had vowed that he would take his life, was com- 
ing to meet him with a troop of four hundred men, 
then Jacob feared for his life and his loved ones. For 
the first time, now, he prayed the prayer of a broken- 
spirited, humble man. Instead of bargaining with God 
now as he had before, he cried out, “I am not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies . . . which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant.” He acknowledged God's 
undeserved love in making him a rich and prosperous 
man, and he pleaded with God for deliverance for him- 
self and his loved ones from the hand of his brother, 
Four entirely new facts in Jacob’s attitude appear. 
First is the humble prayer acknowledging his own 
unworthiness and God’s grace. Second is his subject- 
ing of himself to his brother Esau. Third is his re- 


fusal to “let thee go, except thou bless me,” as he 
wrestled with God. Fourth is the outward and visible 
sign of all this as “he halted upon his thigh” when the 
new day dawned and he set forward again on his 
journey, an utterly changed man. The supernatural 
shrinking of the sinew of Jacob’s physical strength was 
a sign that something had gone forever out of his life: 
his confident dependence upon himself was now re- 
placed by his acknowledged helpless dependence upon 
God. God asks every child of His to make the same 
surrender — for God cannot bless us as his great heart 
of love and power longs to do until we have “let go 
and let God.’ 


=< 
Men’s Gifts and God’s 


Men’s gifts are often very wonderful, God’s are 
more wonderful. Men’s gifts have a limit, God’s have 
none. We are to give because God has given to us. 
And many of God’s children are giving generously, 
sacrificially. A Christian business man who has been 
giving for years past to the work of the Belgian Gos- 


. pel Mission recently sent a generous check which means 
much to the work. But the letter accompanying the 


check made a pfoper provision, lest there be any mis- 
understanding, as follows: “I think it is definitely 


* understood: that the payment carries with it no com- 


mitment for the future, as, if present conditions con- 


' tinue, I am not sure I can carry it on.” In these days 


of uncertain business conditions and greatly reduced 
incomes many a donor to the Lord’s work has had to 
make some statement of this sort; it is proper that 
they should. But,-while praising God for the many 
generous gifts being made to true missionary work 
throughout the world,:one cannot -but be reminded of 
the blessed difference between man’s giving, at its 
best, and God’s giving. God never accompanies a gift 
to his children with the statement that this “carries 
no commitment for the future,” because “I am not 
sure I can carry it on.” Our loving heavenly Father 
tells us with his every gift that there is more to 
come! His every gift is a pledge for the future con- 
tinuance of ‘such gifts. He is sure he “can carry it 
on” and that is why we are sure he will. For “he 


a 


that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things?” 

a” 


No “Mutual Influence” in Missions 


God’s Gospel has nothing to receive from man’s 
philosophy. “Modern” missions mistakenly assumes 
that it has. It is a tragic fact that a large number of 
Modernist missionaries today, having gone to heathen 
lands as ambassadors of the cross, accept the principle 
set forth, for example, by Dr. Stanley Jones that, 
whereas formerly the motive of Christian missions 
was the thought that “here was a cataract of human 
souls pouring over into perdition and that we were to 
rescue as many as possible,” now we know better, 
and we go to share what we have with them and 
receive what they can give us. This is not the Gos- 
pel; no note of this sort can be found in the New 
Testament. When the greatest missionary of the 
Christian era, Paul, went to the highly civilized, really 
intellectual and cultured pagans of the Roman Empire, 
he knew there was nothing they could offer him, for 
he knew that he had the only Gospel to offer them, 
God’s gift to men. He did not seek, as does Dr. 
Jones according to his latest book, “The Christ of 
the Mount,” to “open our minds to the best in other 
faiths.” Paul wrote by inspiration to the Church of 
today and to the cultured Corinthians: ‘The things. 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 
and not to God: and I would not that ye should have 
fellowship with devils” (1 Cor. 10:20). Lange's 
massive “Life of Christ” has a powerful passage 
which we may well.take to Heart today: “It is a false 
principle of weak or pervefted philanthropy, that of 
desiring that matters of faith Should be made acceptable 
to crooked, falsely critical ‘minds, by every possible 
dilution and softening down of their meaning. To 
such dispositions Truth, on the contrary, makes use 
of the strongest, loftiest expfessions, in order to bring 
the process of mutual influence, which tends to no 
good, to a prompt conclusion. Mystery veils itself 
before the scorner, by confronting him in the richest 
gorgeousness of its symbolism, of its symbolic ex- 
pression, and departing from him.” 


Uncle. John Vassar—Do You Know Him? 


T SEEMS safe ‘to say that there have not been 

many Christians like Uncle John Vassar since the 

apostle Paul testified truthfully, “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith.” Paul’s words were written by inspiration; 
Uncle John would never have spoken those words 
about himself, but those who knew this consecrated 
and untiring soul-winner of more than half a century 
reget would not have hesitated to apply Paul’s words 
to him. 

The American Tract Society has rendered an in- 
calculable service to us of today by bringing out a 
new edition of the book “Uncle John Vassar, or the 
Fight of Faith.” It was first published soon after 
the Civil War, and was written by a nephew of the 
man whose story it tells. Not only did the book have 
an extraordinary circulation and influence a generation 
ago, but it is so unusual and challenging in its mes- 
sage, and so difficult to duplicate among other Chris- 
tian biographies, that it is as much needed today as 
when it was first published. The former Editor of 
THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, H. Clay Trumbull, 
knew and loved Uncle John; the present Editor, 
Charles G. Trumbull, has been honored by the invita- 
tion to- write an Introduction to the new edition, and 
this Introduction is given here, in part, in bringing 
the book before readers of Toe Sunpay ScHoOoL 
Times. Following this Introduction the Times will 
publish the exceptionally beautiful and revealing Intro- 
duction to the first edition that was written by Dr. 
Adoniram Judson Gordon, the beloved pastor, preacher, 
and writer of the last generation, whose influence is 
continued in Tae Sunpay Scnoot Times through the 
unique and invaluable contributions of his son, Ernest 
Gordon, whose World Survey of Religious News and 


other articles have come to mean so much to readers 
of this paper. 

Pastors and laymen, Sunday-school workers, young 
people’s societies, and all who would be enriched and 
equipped in their Christian service could not do better 
than to secure as many copies as possible of the book 
“Uncle John Vassar” for their personal reading and 
for distribution among their friends, The reprinting 
of this volume will undoubtedly be used of God to 
start revivals in many parts of North America and 
the world. 

The following is the Introduction by the Editor of 
the TIMEs. 


The reading of this book will be an unexpected 
experience. We may feel as a prominent pastor and 
army chaplain did when he first met Uncle John 
Vassar; he was repelled at first by what seemed like 
cant and extravagant religious language, but very soon 
he realized that here was a man different from any 
he had ever met before. At Uncle John’s funeral this 
pastor said: “I cannot altogether describe the impres- 
sion he made. I know that when he left I followed 
him out and yielded to the impulse that was strongly 
upon me to tell him I feared I knew but very little 
of what it was to be spiritually blessed, and to ask 
him to pray for me. His riches convicted me of 
poverty. And I have heard a good many say that 
meeting him produced a like effect on them.” 

That is what the reading of Uncle John Vassar’s 
life story is likely to do for us. Its reading has been 
such an overwhelming experience for me that I shrink 
indeed from attempting to write anything in the nature 
of an Introduction to the new edition of this amazing 
book; but I can tell a little, a very little, of the effect 
it has had upon myself and upon others to whom I 
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have read parts of the story. A day or two before 
writing this I was in a small group of earnest, de- 
voted Christian people who meet together from time 
to time to confer and pray about important Christian 
work, for which they are responsible. After reading 
aloud, here and there, for half an hour or so, I asked 
them what they thought of the book—how it made 
them feel. One mature Christian layman, who has 
given unsparingly of his time and strength and money 
for many years in the Lord’s service and who has 
given himself unreservedly to the Lord, said promptly: 
“It made me feel like dirt.” It was a blunt expression, 
but every one in the group knew exactly what he 
meant, for all felt the same way. Humble, penitent, 
pleading prayers were offered that day because of the 
way Uncle John’s life, fifty years after he had gone 
to be with the Lord, had cut deep into our lives. 

Is it really possible for any man or woman to “count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord’? Paul did it; can it really 
be done today, and can this attitude of utter abandon- 
ment to the Lord and his testimony be continued and 
maintained, day after day, year after year, without 
break or let down, so that the life is fairly consumed 
by its passion for the Lord Jesus and by his passion 
for lost souls? We may have had honest doubts as 
to the practical possibility of living such a life, but 
our doubts will be gone after reading this simple nar- 
rative. Here is the life of a man who was employed 
in a brewery and was not saved until he was twenty- 
eight years old. Then he was born again, and he 
“obtained an assurance of sonship so bright and clear 
that nothing afterward darkened it for an hour.” For 
the next thirty-seven years, until he was taken Home, 
this man lived for but a single end, the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls. 

May I say in passing that I am grateful to remember 
that I was “brought up” on Uncle John Vassar. I 
do not recall that I ever met him, but my father, the 
late H. Clay Trumbull, knew and loved him, and was 
continually talking about his remarkable power and 
experiences in soul-winning. I doubt not that Uncle 
John had much to do with H. Clay Trumbull’s devotion 
to personal work and the experiences set: forth in his 
little book “Individual Work for Individuals.” I 
know how he would rejoice, as I do, that a new edition 
of the Vassar story is to be circulated far and wide, 
for surely the Church of Christ needs this challenge 
and call in these days of defeated lives and lost souls 
and sin and Satan unleashed. 

One will be struck with the exceptional beauty and 
power in the character of writing to be found through- 
out this book, both in Dr. Gordon’s Introduction and 
in the narrative and tributes. The literary beauty of 
the whole story is exceptional, It would seem as 
though all who knew Uncle John Vassar were fairly 
set on fire as they began to think about him and write 
about him: that when Uncle John was the subject, 
they could not help writing actual literature. The 
heavenly beauty of this rare character seems to lift 
the verbal vehicles of expression to a higher plane, 
Notice, for example, such sentences as these: 


He gave one literally a powerful electric shock the 
moment he touched him. There was such intensity 
of zeal, accompanied with such a magnetic man- 
ner, that the impression was instantaneous and quite 
overwhelming. It was the lightning-like penetration 
of a piety that was always charged to the highest 
pitch. 

The person addressed was always stunned and 
startled, sometimes made angry; but in multitudes 
of cases wounded into life. 


It becomes us as alert soldiers to strike for the 
citadel of the heart at once, instead of giving him 
time to fortify, while we are engaged in the light 
skirmishing and counter-marching of general conver- 
sation. 


He believed it as wrong to hoard grace as gold. 
Communion with Christ was only a holy portal 
through which to pass to the help of man. 


He did not belong to that clique of religious per- 
ambulators who are more useful anywhere else than 
in their own homes. 


Drowsy Christians started up where he came, as 
sleeping soldiers at bugle call. 


Let it not be supposed that Uncle John Vassar’s 
consecration, and supernatural enduement, and holy 
boldness always carried everything before him. He 
had some bitter enemies, and experiences of discour- 
agement that would have broken most men’s spirit. 
Early in his Christian service he says: “I expected 
difficulties, and am not disappointed in the least.” But 
it is thrilling to read of the ways in which God re- 
peatedly made the wrath of man to praise Him, and 
made Satan sorry that he had ever led in these attacks. 
One will not soon forget the story, for example, of 
what happened after a young woman, a brilliant social 
leader, whom Uncle John had sought to lead to Christ, 

This editorial is the first of a series on the book “Uncle 
John Vassar,” by Thomas E. Vassar, D.D., published by 
The American Tract Society. As a convenience to Times 
readers it may be ordered at $: postpaid from H. Trumbull 
Howard, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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bitterly resented this and circulated the lying report 
that he had offered her an insult; the slander closed 
doors in his face, and he actually tad to leave the 
community and go elsewhere in his work. But he is 
praising God for that experience today, and so is that 
young woman and many others of whom she was the 
leader. 

As a study in effective methods of persoaal soul-win- 
ning this volume is unique. Uncle John may seem to 
have been a law unto himself, but he had hold of 
eternal principles and methods which, one is convinced, 
God will honor everywhere. While he was uncon- 
ventional, direct, unexpected, and blunt in his approach 
and pursuits, at the same time he was a man of cour- 
tesy and delicacy of feeling, deep sensitiveness, tact, 
and a rightful observance of real etiquette as the true 
Christian always should be. 

Every part of this book is extraordinary, and of 
priceless value to the Christian who would be used 
in the Lord’s service. But perhaps the most valuable 
for our own equipment is the chapter on “Weapons 
in the Fight,” in. which the author, Uncle John’s 
nephew, seeks out and shares with us the weapons that 
this victorious fighter used and the qualifications that 
made him what he was. We can all use these weapons ; 
we can all let God give us the most of what this war- 
rior had. There was no short cut to this usefulness 
for Uncle John; there never has been or can be, from 


-Paul’s day to ours. Uncle John Vassar paid the price; 


it was taxing and costly; his discipline and training 
lasted throughout his life. He was steeped in the 
Word of God so that he knew, from long study and 
long practice, how to use the Sword of the Spirit. 
With this went “his habitual and almost unbroken 
intercourse with God in prayer.” 

















“*I Wish You Had One Thing in the Paper” 


I am subscribing for our Sunday-school teachers 
in the hope that it will mean increased results in the 
Lord’s kingdom. So please add the fifteen names on 
the attached sheet to my club. 

I have taken your paper for many, many years, and 
have found it of great value, though I have not always 
agreed with the way you have handled questions (and 
it is nothing against either of us that we see some 
things differently). 

I have wished you had one thing in the paper that 
I think would be a help, and I have thought a num- 
ber of times that I would write the notes for it. I 
would call it Nuggets or Thoughts for Thinkers, and 
it would consist of sentence suggestions or short para- 
graphs giving terse ideas to be used for driving home 
the truths of the lessons —A California reader. 


This is a valuable suggestion—so valuable that 
THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMES acted on it some time 
before it came! President Robert C. McQuilkin, who 
began writing the leading lesson article each week 
in the Trmes with the first lesson of this year, gives 
with each lesson “Sentence Summaries of Lesson 
Truths,” and the Editor feels sure that this friendly 
California reader and many others will find that Mr. 
McQuilkin’s pointed paragraphs are indeed nuggets 
of pure gold and stimulating thoughts for thinkers, 
which will be found most practical in driving home 
the heart-truths of the lessons. For example, here 
are a few such Sentence Summaries in recent lessons: 


Christ the Creator came to his world and be- 
came part of his creatures forever. 

Men never come to Christ through the Father, 
but always through the Son tc the Father. 

The miracle of the Incarnation marks the first 
new thing that God created after he rested from 
his work of creation on that first Sabbath Day. 

Our faith rests on facts: John 1: 1-18 is history! 

God’s love gives God’s life, that his loved ones 
may have Life. 

If Christ had not been lifted up to die, believing 
in him would have been as useless as trying to 
duplicate his sinless life. 

Nicodemus thought he was sitting on the front 
seat of the kingdom of ‘God, and he had a rude 
but wholesome awakening to the truth that he was 
altogether outside. 

Don’t beat around the bush in soul-winning: 
strike home with the great “musts” of the Gospel 
—the New Birth, the Blood, and Faith. 

It is not a mark of intellectual power to doubt 
God’s revelation; but a mark of a proud and sinful 
heart. 

And here are a few of the Sentences Summaries 
that will appear in Mr. McQuilkin’s lesson article on 
the lesson of April 3. 


_Creation stopped at the end of “Day Six,” and 
since that day no new physical thing was created 
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till the Creator himself was born of a virgin and 
his body was raised from the dead. 


God’s two books, the book of nature and the Book 
of Grace—his written revelation, agree perfectly 
when rightly interpreted. 


Man was not made for the earth; the earth and 
the heavens were made for man. And likewise the 
sabbath was made for man (Mark 2:27). 


Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever, and one of God’s great purposes is to glorify 
man and enjoy him forever: his Son is now a man, 
and we may be in him. 


Don’t these terse and telling truths, se true to the 
Word yet so unusual in their fresh challenge, make 
you want to get to your class and hold them spell- 
bound by teaching lessons like this? President Mc- 
Quilkin’s articles are such a recent addition to the 
Trves that perhaps some have not yet realized that 
they are here and that they have such extraordinary 
richness and practical value. If you have friends in 
Sunday-school work who are not using them, won’t 
you call their attention to them? A Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscription to the Trmes may be had for 
25 cents, and you may bring lasting blessing into the 
lives of others by sharing the paper with them in that 
way. 





OW would you like to have to explain the 

meaning of Easter to a lively lot of farm 
children who were not over-anxious to hear 
you speak? Hundreds of teacher-subscribers to 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Times will be up against 
that very thing on Easter Sunday, March 27, 
and they will be interested in the story of how 
an Oklahoma woman solved the problem, which 
will be published in the Easter Number of the 
Times to be published next week. 


A few years ago this Christian woman was 
active in church and Sunday-school work, when 
she got the doctor’s order to stop it all. But 
she couldn’t keep out of it, and now she has a 
Sunday-school in her own home in a farming 
community ten miles from an Oklahoma city. 
Last year she worked out an object lesson for 
Easter Sunday that held the attention of her 
lively school, and the full description of this 
will be published in the Easter Number of the 


TIMEs. 
The Joy and Hope 
in the Resurrection Message 








“Death is not a friend, as Satan through his 
Spiritists ministers would try to make men be- 
lieve. Death is an enemy, ‘the last enemy that 
shall be destroyed.’ If the members of a con- 
gregation really thought that death was waiting 
tor them at the door of the building, they would 
go out through the windows, every one of them. 
But this terror will be overcome for believers 
when the Lord Jesus returns for his own.” 


This is quoted from a remarkable study of 
the resurrection of Christ and of the believer’s 
body, which will appear in next week’s Easter 
Number of THE SunpAy ScHoot Times, The 
article has been written by Alfred F. Ham, 
Teacher of Bible at the Stony Brook School 
for Boys, which is standing so stanchly for the 
old faith and the whole Word of God in these 
days when it is so difficult to find really Chris- 
tian schools. Mr. Ham points out many Old 
Testament aspects of resurrection truth that are 
often unnoticed, and he sets forth the full New 
Testament teaching in a way that will bring 
comfort and joy to many hearts. If you have 
any friends that are sorrowing just now ~be- 
cause of the death of a loved one, you can bring 
them true comfort by sending them the Easter 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs with this beautiful mes- 
sage. 


The Golden Text for the Easter Lesson has 
been set to music by Robert Harkness, the well- 
known and much loved pianist and composer 
of sacred music. Every Sunday-school has a 
rich opportunity of committing this precious 
Scripture to heart by singing, to the specially 
composed music by Mr. Harkness, those won- 
derful words: “But now is Christ risen from 
“ dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.’ 


For those not now taking THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Trmes a Get Acquainted subscription 
of Ten Weeks may be had for 25 cents, and if 
the Easter Number is mentioned in sending 
your order the subscription will make sure of 
these exceptionally valuable articles; address 
The Sunday School Timés Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Three points of view from which men look at the cross 


Christ Crucified 











By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 














“The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1: 22-24). 


; NE of Gustave Doré’s best-known and most 
O remarkable pictures is. one entitled “Christ 
Leaving the Pretorium.” In the guidebook to 
the Doré Gallery in London, there is a suggestion as 
to the best place from which to view the picture, for 
there is one position from which it may be seen from 
the standpoint of the artist and therefore, of course, 
to the best possible advantage. From other positions 
in the gallery the effect is quite different and by no 
means so good. Yet the picture is the same all the 
while, the different effects being due to the different 
standpoints with, of course, the necessary allowance 
for difference of tastes in the beholder. In like man- 
ner, two persons may view the same landscape or 
read the same book with very different results, although 
the landscape or book remains the same throughout. 
This is exactly true concerning the subject of our 
text, “Christ crucified.” The fact is eternal and un- 
changeable, but the value and importance of it will 
be in exact proportion to the standpoint from which it 
is considered. As the text reminds us, there are very 
different points of view from which to regard it. 
In order that we, now and always, may regard it in 
the true and only real light, let us consider the three- 
fold diversity of estimate as suggested by the text, 
so that, comparing and contrasting, we may arrive at 
the truth. The first standpoint is that which, for 
want of a better term, we may call 


I. The Physical 


By this is meant the outward and visible, the tang- 
ible, the essentially worldly standpoint. 


1. This was the standpoint of the Jew. Through ages 
of gradual decline and sin, the Jews had embraced very 
erroneous ideas concerning the Messiah. Reading and 
heeding only the prophecies that told of his majesty 
and dominion, they imagined that he would come in 
all the power of a David and in all the glory of a 
Solomon and, delivering them, from the Romans, reign 
as their King. They quite overlooked the other fea- 
tures of Old Testament prophecy which clearly pointed 
to a lowly, a suffering, and a dying Messiah. In their 
consideration of Isaiah they read the fifty-second 
chapter, but not the fifty-third, and hence, when the 
simple, unambitious message of a Messiah crucified 
was proclaimed, they rejected it wholly. A Messiah 
hanging helpless and aoeursed on a cross wa, totally 
opposed to their ideas, desires, and ambitions and so 
was regarded with aversion and detestation. 


2. Now it may be asked, What has this estimate of 
the Jews to do with us today? As Jews, nothing, 
but there is one thing concerning this attitude toward 
Christ crucified which is sti!l frequently the same, 
and that is, human nature. This feature of the Jew- 
ish character is to be found today among many who 
have not a drop of Jewish blood in their veins. Thou- 
sands view the cross of Christ from the standpoint 
of something outward, and, not finding in it that which 
they want, their estimate of it-is exactly like that 
of the Jews This characteristic takes various forms, 
but we now limit ourselves to once only. There is a 
vast host who look down on religion from a point 
which they, perhaps, consider sublime. They cannot 
avoid becoming acquainted with religious subjects, for 
religion crops up continually in newspapers, in busi- 
ness and social life. They therefore cannot quite 
ignore it, but yet if one of them were asked his opin- 
ion of religion, he would possibly say: “Relig... is 
not one of those things exactly in my line, nor have 
I given much attention to the subject. My wife and 
daughters go to church, the minister calls and dines 
with us occasionally, we subscribe to the organ fund 
and all that sort of thing, you know; but to tell 
you the truth, I have Leen so busy- with other things 
and have had such a struggle to work up my business 
that I really have had no opportunity, even if I had 
had the inclination, to get up on the subject; although 
it is a very good thing in its way for those who have 
leisure and a liking for it.” This is like the man 
whom Bunyan has represented with the rake, scraping 
together a few straws from the dunghill, and so intent 
is he on his work that he does not see the angels 
overhead, offering him a crown of gold. The fact 
is that our friend does not want Christ because he 
knows well that the reception of Christ would militate 
against his present mode of life. 


Hope died in the hearts of the Jews and anger 
took its place as they realized that Christ would 
not deliver them from Rome and set up a powerful 
earthly kingdom. The cross became a stumbling- 
block to them. The trained but spiritually dead 
Greek intellect saw in it nothing but foolishness. 
In this sermon preached in 1886, when he was 
twenty-five years of age, the late Dr. Thomas 
showed how these attitudes find their counter- 
parts today. At the same time he makes clear 
the hope and the glory that the cross holds out 
to all who look upon the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour who died in their place. 








The next standpoint from which the fact of the 
cross may be viewed is 


Il. The Intellectual 

By this we mean the point of view of intellect, cul- 
ture, wisdom, philosophy,—in a word the attitude 
which questions whether the cross has anything in it 
to recommend it to the mental powers of man. 


1. This was the standpoint of the Greek. Indeed, 
it is characteristic of the Gentile as contrasted with 
the Jewish world, for it seems to have been the 
peculiar characteristic of the Greek mind to view all 
things solely from an intellectual and artistic stand- 
point. Its great delight was philosophy, of which 
there were famous schools, whose leaders were men 
of immense power. It would seem, therefore, that 
with the consciousness of these, Greece looked down 
with a supreme contempt on all other nations be- 
cause of their (to:-her) lack of culture. It may well 
be imagined that when the simple story of a crucified 
Redeemer was proclaimed the Greeks would reject 
it as totally devoid of culture and philosophy and, 
therefore, supremely ridiculous. 


2. Now, here also, it may be asked, What have we 
to do with this Greek standpoint? The ancient Greek 
has gone; but his standpoint remains. There are 
those still.among us who regard the cross as fool- 
ishness. They have certain preconceived ideas con- 
cerning philosophy and they do not consider the cross 
of Christ as worthy of much consideration. And so, 
without examining its true meaning and without try- 
ing to discover whether or not it may, after all, have 
a philosophy of its own, they put it aside as scarcely 
worthy of serious concern. This practical contempt 
for the cross and this over-exaltation of intellect, 
wisdom, and culture can be felt today in the social 
atmosphere and seen in the current literature. It is 
not so much an open rejection as a contemptuous 
prejudgment without properly hearing and weighing 
the testimony. It is the virtual determination to put 
aside the claims of Christ whenever they cross our 
path, and consequently all arguments and persuasion 
fall like light on a blind eye or dew upon a stone. Is 
it not true that this is the spirit of much of what 
passes for scientific and philosophic unbelief? In a 
book written by one who is regarded as an authority, 
instances were given to prove the incredibility of the 
New Testament, and one of these proofs was that, 
of a certain miracle, it is said in one place the num- 
ber fed was five thousand with five loaves, and in 
another place, four thousand with seven loaves! A child 
in Sunday-school could have shown this philosopher 
that they were two distinct miracles! Does not this 
spirit apply to the flippant and irreverent cavilling 
which is often heard in offices or workshops from 
the lips of young men who pretend, without any train- 
ing for the task, to have investigated and decided 
questions upon which men of real. learning in our 
universities have spent their lives with very different 
results? 

No one will mistake the meaning in all this. There 
is, there can be no objection to free thought, so long 
as it is right thought, for we are not free to think 
wrongly. We may rightly ponder over our mathe- 
matics as much as we like, but no man has a right 
to think that two and two make five. In the same 
way every man has a perfect right and duty to in- 
vestigate thoroughly the claims of Christ and after 
such a thorough test either to accept or to reject him. 
But what we have reason to complain of is the prac- 
tical decision of these questions without examining 
them; the ignorance which condemns the Bible with- 
out studying it; and, above all, the self-sufficient spirit 
in which men set aside the claims of Christ on their 
personal allegiance. 

Now, although of necessity somewhat anticipated 
already, there remains to consider the third standpoint 
mentioned in our text from which the cross may be 
viewed, which is 





Ill. The Spiritual 


By this we mean the standpoint from which the 
first, the physical, is seen to be a false one, and the 
second, the intellectual, an incomplete one. This is 
the standpoint which embraces and controls all. They 
who view the cross from this position find in it just 
what the others failed to see, namely, power and 
wisdom. 


1. The Power of God, They who take up the 
spiritual standpoint include in their consideration one 
thing of vital importance which the others either ig- 
nore or regard insufficiently, namely, sin. Now one 
result of sin is weakness, and this result was uncon- 
sciously manifested by the Jew when he cried out for 
outward signs and for power, thus making a virtual 
confession. “The things which I want to do I can- 
not.” This Jewish conception may be very remarkably 
illustrated by an event in our Lord’s life. Four men 
brought a paralytic to be healed by Christ and they 
naturally expected an immediate proof of his power. 
But the first thing he did was that which was most 
remote from their minds. He simply said, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee.” There before him was aq practical 
work to be done, a man needing help, and yet Christ 
seemed to take no notice. Then, seeing no outward power, 
no miracle wrought, some of the spectators began to 
reason about his words and attribute blasphemy to 
him. But he knew which was the greatest force and 
power. He knew that the divine word of forgiveness 
was the force of forces to this man, and when the 
greater work was done the lesser followed quite natu- 
rally, “Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thy house.” 
This is exactly what the Lord Jesus does with the 
whole nature.of man. He cleanses first the inner 
nature and gives fresh life to that before the outward 
power is or can be visible. This inward cleansing, 
this new life, comes through the cross. This is how 
the cross becomes the power of God to our souls. It 
releases from the guilt of sins, gives new life from 
above and then, and not until then, does it or can it 
become the power of God in the outward life of right- 
eousness and holiness. From this standpoint - Christ 
crucified is 


2. The Wisdom of God. Another result of sin is 
ignorance, and this result was unconsciously mani- 
fested by the Greeks in their search after wisdom. 
They were virtually saying, “The things I want to 
know I cannot discover.” But it is part of God’s provi- 
dence that he will not be approached simply by means 
of intellect. The barrenness and powerlessness of 
mere intellect was never more strikingly shown than 
in the Athenian altar “To the Unknown God.” Then 
man’s extremity was God’s opportunity, and he him- 
self revealed that which man’s intellect had vainly 
endeavored to find, and Christ became the wisdom of 
God to men. After cleansing our moral nature he 
enables us to see things truly and clearly, and thus 
the Christian alone has the true philosophy of life. 
With Christian holiness and Christian humility, he 
has the only true means to knowledge and, as one 
has well said, “a Christian on his knees sees farther 
than a philosopher on his tiptoes.” With Christ as 
his wisdom, he can say exultingly through all the 
light and shadow of earth’s journey, “Lord, to 
— shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
ife. 

Now, with the knowledge of these three very differ- 
ent points of view, let us ask ourselves: What is 
my standpoint concerning Christ crucified? What do 
I think of the cross? That cross is the central fact 
of this world’s history, and no one can evade it. 
Pilate did not know what to do with Christ, and he 
turned coward. But no one can evade his personal 
responsibility. Christ looks down on each succeeding 
generation of men and on each individual man and 
woman, and each of us must either confess him or 
crucify him afresh. He stands before the judgment 
seat of every single soul, and the final question, 
whether we will or not, is “What shall I do with 
Jesus who is called the Christ?” What are we going 
to do with him? We may hate him, we may oppose 
him, but we cannot ignore him. At the last day, our 
condemnation will not be because we are sinners, but 
because we have not accepted Christ. “This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Therefore we must 
take up some attitude toward him. If our attitude 
be that of the Jew or Greek, our estimate of him will 
be according thereto. But if we approach him, remem- 
bering that outward power is nothing and intellectual 
culture is not everything, our conclusion will be that 
Christ is not only the power of God and the wisdom 






































































































is Wr 


Oe LOT I st ate, eae 
“e — -_ ae VSO 































































































% 


ie Fo) 
i 
i Zo 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES MARCH 5, 192 








of God, but also the fullness and completeness of the land embraced in the fullness of the waters and tians do well to be disturbed about their foundations 


God to the whole of our life and nature. 


the sun is hot and the tide is out. Notice the winding 


‘ know that both sea and land were fitted for each other if, after all, the Lord did not rise on the first day but 
Let us wander in thought along the seashore when’ by the same creative Power. 


; : on the seventh: what an impetus this would give to 
In like manner there is a perfect fitness between the earnest but deceived legalistic Christians who 


shore, curved, broken, and indented, apparently with- Christianity and human nature. Christianity alone would have us keep the sabbath under the Old Testa- 
out law or reason. Mark the out-reaching cliffs and meets the whole circumference of our wants and floods ment law! But we are not left in uncertainty_as to 


the deep fissures worn in the very suriace of the 
rocks. See also the withering seaweed and the 
stretches of parched ground. Everything seems rag- 
ged, incomplete, desolate. But stay, we hear the 
sound of an approaching sea. We notice the line 
of foam advancing up the beach. We see the great 
ocean from all its depths come forth to meet. the 
shore. We observe the rising waters. playing over 
every rock. We feel the sultriness vanish with the 
breeze from the waves. At length, when the tide 
is full we know how the deep answers to the shallows 
and that the ocean was made to fit the shore. We see 


the shore of our nature. Out of the ocean of God’s whether the third day was the first of the week, or 
love comes the answer to our needs. Christ is the the seventh day of the week: 

life, the returning tide of life, the ever-fresh adapta- 
tion of eternal power, wisdom, and love to mankind. 
Therefore let us accept him, let us open our hearts to 
him by repentance and faith. Let him be the main- 
spring of our life, the pilot of our voyage, the pole- 
star of our course, and the source of our manhood 
and womanhood. Only let this be so really, definitely, 
immediately, and continually, and our lives will speak 
in one long antiphony of adoration, praise, and obedi- 
ence to our Saviour, our God, our All. 


3. The Emmaus disciples declared that Sunday was 
the third day (the day on which our Lord rose), and 
their statement makes a Wednesday crucifixion im- 
possible (Luke 24:21). It was toward evening, and 
the day was far spent, when the two disciples finished 
that never-to-be-forgotten walk with their newly risen 
Lord. It was well on into the first day of the week, 
therefore, when they said, “Yea, and besides all this, 
it is now the third day since these things came to pass.” 
One advocate of Wednesday crucifixion would get 
over this difficulty by saying that the two disciples 








Was Friday the Day 








A Scriptural study of a question raised by earnest Christians 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, Prost of Columbia, pible Coueze, 


} were out of their minds, and their statements there- 
fore cannot be relied upon! (One meaning of the 
Greek word for “amazed,” in verse 22, suggests an 
unbalanced mind, but of course does not mean that 
here.) A more sober, but still futile, attempt to get 
around the difficulty is that which translates the phrase, 
“this is now the third day from which these things 
came to pass.” It is not likely that these Jews used 
language that way, but suppose they did; what would 


of the Crucifixion ? 








= be “the third day from which”? The last day that 





the facts that Paul received from the Lord to 

deliver to us: “how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). It is glorious 
to know that we have infallible certainty as to the 
facts we need to know for our salvation, and for 
our understanding of the Gospel. Does it really matter, 
we ask, whether we can be clear as to the day on 
which our Lord died, or as to other historical ques- 
tions that do not affect our salvation or our spiritual 
life? A number of devoted Bible students and teachers 
in recent years have urged that Wednesday should 
be recognized as the day our Lord was crucified, and 
a smaller number -have argued for Thursday, both 
uniting in believing that the tradition of a Friday 
crucifixion is a serious mistake and that it tends to 
bring dishonor on the Scriptures. The fact that such 
a question is raised by earnest Christians makes it 
necessary to give attention to the arguments and their 
bearing on important truths. But in doing this we 
should be on our guard not to occupy our minds with 
secondary problems to the obscuring of the great foun- 
dation truths. 

The first reference in the New Testament to the 
death of our Lord is in Matthew 12:40: “For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale; so shall the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.” If this 
verse were not in the Bible, it is safe to say that no 
one would ever have suggested that Christ died on 
Wednesday or on Thursday. Other arguments are 
advanced for believing that Christ did not die on 
Friday, but the chief purpose of all the discussion is 
to explain Matthew 12: 40. Unbelievers from time to 
time have pointed to this verse as a proof that the 
prophecy of our Lord was not fulfilled, as he was not 
in the earth three full days and three nights. Such 
a challenge naturally stirs Christians to vindicate the 
word of our infallible Lord. If it should be found 
to be a fact that Christ did die on Friday, and rose 
early Sunday morning, then we should have to find 
an explanation for this prophecy that would accord 
with the fact. For Scripture, rightly transmitted and 
rightly interpreted, always accords with historical fact. 

There are, among others, five reasons why we know 
that our Lord died on Friday, and therefore the state- 
ment in Matthew 12:40 does not mean that he would 
be in the earth three full days and three full nights 
of twenty-four hours each; “three days and three 
nights” is, as. we shall see, a Hebrew idiom that is 
equivalent to the expression “three days,” and it is 
agreed by all that this expression, “three days,’ may 
mean any part of one day, another full day, and any 
part of a third day. 


1. That Friday was the day on which our Lord died 
is an unquestioned and undisputed fact of history. 
Suppose for the moment we consider that our Lord 
died on Wednesday, and that he lay in the grave 
twenty-four hours of each of three days, Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, from six o’clock Wednesday 
evening (closing one Jewish day and beginning an- 
other), until six o’clock Saturday evening. And sup- 
pose this were in fulfillment of the prophecy that he 
should be in the earth three days and three nights, a 
prophecy and a fulfillment recognized by all the Chris- 
tian community. The question at once arises: When 
and how did the Christian Church begin to consider 
Friday the day, changing by two days a_ historical 
fact that had made a tremendous impression on all 
Christians years before a word of the New Testament 
was written? 

The early Church knew the day on which Christ 


Oe Christian faith rests on a sure foundation, 


could be the third day from Wednesday is Saturday. 
died. With them it was not a problem of reconciling The “first day from which” would be Thursday. For 
it with anything. It was a fact. Everything that they were not talking of the burial, but of the cruct- 
could possibly be questioned as to the Scriptures has fivion, and the third day from the crucifixion, accord- 
been the occasion of controversy between believers and ing to their clear statements, was Sunday, the first 
the enemies of the Gospel, as well as between different day of the week. 
groups of believers. But here is one fact that never 4. Luke in six verses gives the story from the cross 
was questioned in all the history of the Church. If to the resurrection and makes plain that our Lord died 
Christ died on Wednesday, or on Thursday, the com- Friday, the day before the weekly Sabbath, and rose 
plete and quiet settling upon another day would be a Sunday the day after the weekly Sabbath: “This 
miracle of history without any parallel, especially if, man [Joseph] went to Pilate, and asked for the body 
as is claimed, the Friday view makes it difficult to of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in a 
vindicate the Scriptures. What possible motive could linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was hewn in 
there be in making the change, and what possible stone, where never man had yet lain. And it was the 
chance could there be that people who knew the day day of the Preparation, and the sabbath drew on. 
he died, who could never forget it, would one and all And the women, who had come with him out of Gali- 
agree to the change, and also agree to erase every evi- lee, followed after, and beheld the tomb, and how his 
dence that such a change had occurred? body was laid. And they returned, and prepared 
Recognizing this difficulty, the advocates of Wed- spices and ointments. And on the sabbath they rested 
nesday have referred to the famous controversies about according to the commandment. But on the first day 
the date of the celebration of Easter. These contro- of the week, at early dawn, they came unto the tomb, 
versies raged for centuries over the question whether bringing the spices which they had prepared” (Luke 
Easter should be celebrated on the day of the month 23:52 to 24:1). 
or the day of the week. The Eastern church in gen- Those who make Wednesday the day seek to avoid 
eral held to the view that the Passover, on the 14th the plain meaning of this narrative by saying that the 
of the Jewish month Nisan, should be the date, on first Sabbath mentioned in verse 54 (“the sabbath 
whatever day of the week it happened to fall. The drew on”), was the Passover Sabbath, the fifteenth 
Western church argued for the celebration of Easter of Nisan, and that the other Sabbath (“on the sab- 
on the Sunday after Passover, on whatever day of the bath they rested”) refers to the weekly Sabbath; they 
month it should fall; thus we have our modern way _ rested first on the Passover Sabbath, Thursday, then 
of fixing Easter, on the first Sunday after the first spent all day Friday buying and preparing the spices, 
full moon after the vernal equinox, in other words then rested on Saturday, the weekly Sabbath, and on 
the first Sunday after the fifteenth of Nisan, the the first day brought the spices. Is it possible to read 
paschal full moon. The question whether our Lord this into Luke’s words? He says, “They returned, and 
died on the 14th or the 15th of Nisan is one on which prepared spices and ointments. And on the sabbath 
scholars are still divided; both history and Scripture they rested.’ This plain statement is interpreted by 
are full of difficulties at this point. (There are many those who argue for Wednesday to mean: “They 
unsolved problems also, in the harmony of the last returned, rested on the Passover Sabbath (Thursday), 
week, whatever day we reckon as the crucifixion day.) then on the next day (Friday) prepared spices, rested 
But in all these controversies there never was any another day, the weekly Sabbath (Saturday), and then 
question as to the day of the week on which our Lord came to the tomb at early dawn.” We might wonder 
died, or the day on which he rose. That is what we that the love of those women could travel with such 
mean by saying it is an unisputed fact of history, even deliberate tread, even if Luke had given us any ground 
though it is now being questioned on supposed Scrip- for believing that three whole days intervened between 
tural grounds. their visit to the tomb after three o’clock on the cru- 
But, it may be said, our interest is not in what seems cifixion day and their return on the first day of the 
to be the testimony of history, but in what the Word week. No, they prepared those spices and the ointment 
of God says. If the Scriptures did not confirm this on Friday afternoon before the beginning of the Sab- 
testimony of history, it is very evident that there would bath, and they went to the tomb early on Sunday morn- 
not be such a testimony, for the New Testament is ing before the sun had risen. 


the chief historical document we have of these 5. While these four facts make a Wednesday cru- 
supreme events. Let us examine the testimony of the cifixion an impossibility, all the facts of the Gospel 
Word. - harmonize with the view that he died on Friday, as 

2. Eight times the New Testament speaks of our the Church has always believed. In John 2:10, our 
Lord’s rising again on the third day, and these state- Lord, speaking of his body, says, “In three days I 
ments make a Wednesday crucifixion impossible, if will raise it up.” In Mark 9: 31 he says, “After three 
Christ rose on the first day of the week (Matt. 16:21; days he shall rise again,” also in Mark 8: 31 and 10: 34. 
17: 23; 20:19; Luke 18: 33; 24:7, 21, 46; 1 Cor. 15: This indicates that the expression, “in three days,” 
4). If our Lord died on Wednesday at three o’clock “after three days,” and “on the third day” mean the 
and was laid in the grave at six o’clock as Wednesday same thing. In Matthew 27:63 the Pharisees say 
turned into Thursday (on the Jewish reckoning), then -to’ Pilate, “Sir, we remember that that deceiver said 
the third day would either be Friday or Saturday. while he was yet alive, After three days I rise again.” 
If Wednesday were counted the first day (which was Then they ask Pilate to make the sepulcher sure “until 
evidently the way the Jews reckoned), then Friday the third day,” proving that. the expressions “after 
would be the third day. But if we count Thursday three days” and “the third day” were equivalent. It 
the first day, then Saturday would be the third. On remains only to show that the expression “three days 
any reckoning, if our Lord died on Wednesday it is and three nights” in Matthew 12:40 is equivalent to 
not possible to count Sunday the third day. The con- the expression “three days,” that is simply an expanded 
sistent advocates of Wednesday do not hesitate to say way of saying things, after the Hebraic manner. This 
that our Lord rose at the-close of the Jewish Sabbath, would be the simple explanation even if we had only 
and that we celebrate the first day because that was the Gospel narratives. But the noted scholar Light- 
the glad morning when the fact became known. Others foot quotes two rabbis in the Talmud as saying, “A 
say he rose on the moment that belonged to both Sat- day and a night make an Onah, and part of an Onah is 
urday and Sunday. But in reckoning the third day, as the whole.” Our Lord was in the grave part of Fri- 
we must make it belong to one or the other. Chris- day, late afternoon before sunset (after the Jewish 
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reckoning), all of Saturday, and several hours of centrate on the great spiritual truths that vitally affect 
Sunday, rising at early dawn or just before early dawn, our lives, and be careful not to give overmuch time 
as indicated by Mark 16:9, and by all other passages to the investigation of the minor interesting points. 
when properly translated and rightly interpreted. Third, we should glory in the fact that our Lord died 

From this discussion we should learn three things: for us on the cross, that our living Lord rose from the 
First, that we should handle the Scriptures according dead on the third day, as he said he would, and that 
to right principles of interpretation: one of these is it is ours to have loving fellowship with him, and 
to seek the evident meanirig intended by the writer, with all those who are his, even if we think they have 
and not to force sentences to mean what they may mistaken views about the day of the crucifixion! 
possibly be made to mean. Second, we should con- Cotumsia, S. C. 








Making Review Sunday Interesting 


Using new types of examinations on the lessons of the 
First Quarter of this year 


By Orville S. Walters, A.M., °°°'"°" Gaivenity oY Kenan” 




















of new type tests: the recall type and the recog- Joseph; Nicodemus; Philip). 

J nition type. In the recall form, which may be 5, Jesus in his ministry on earth particularly sought 
either one-word-answer or completion, the answer is out (socially prominent individuals; large crowds 
to be originated by the individual taking the test. In of people; the scribes and Pharisees; sinners 
the recognition type the scholar — a choicd an needing help). 

a number of possible answers given on his paper. Com- 6 & miracle recorded by all four Gospels is (the 
mon examples of this type are single choice, plural raising of Lazarus; the feeding of the five a 
choice, and matching. These tests may well be adapted sand; the healing of the blind man; turning 
for use in Sunday-school. The tests which follow, based wants’ inte. wink e) ’ 

on the International Uniform Sunday School Lessons ; 


S cies and colleges are using two main groups ing instruction from Jesus was (Nathanael; 


i 2 illustrate various 7: The words “I that speak unto thee am he” were 

ong ee a ee odie: spoken to (the man born blind ; the multitude 

Review Sunday is the time best adapted for using a — eseeeay the Samaritan woman; the 
the tests, although short ones may be devised for sabe tend nasspcig nga : 

single lessons. If proper introduction of the plan is 8. Jesus washed his disciples’ feet (at the home of 


made, interest will develop and preparation of the Mary and Martha; at the last supper; after his 

Quarter’s lessons may easily be stimulated. Questions resurrection; in the Temple). 

may be read aloud to the class, but a far more satis- 9. Jesus gave his mother into the care of (Joseph 

factory way is to provide each pupil with a copy of of Arimathea; Peter; James; John). 

the test, previously duplicated by mimeograph or car- - 19, The apostle who refused to believe in Jesus’ resur- 

bon. A few minutes is allowed for filling in, during rection before seeing him was (Peter; John; 

which the pupils may or may not be allowed to use Thomas; James). 

Bibles and Scripture references. The answers are then : P 

corrected, full discussion of each being encouraged. Matching 

Or, the tests may be taken home the week preceding, For Juniors or Intermediates 

to be filled out as preparation for Review Sunday. Directions: In the right hand column are proper 

Interesting and practical adaptations will readily sug- ames. In the left hand column are terms that de- 

gest themselves. scribe each name. Find the name that fits each de- 
Plural Choice 


scription and place its number in parenthesis after the 
For Intermediates and Young People proper term. 


Directions: Underscore all terms in parentheses %- Came to Jesus by 1. Bethany 
that make a true statement. One or more such terms night . : 
are given under each question, 2. Name ,, meaning “a 2. Lazarus 
1. Jesus describes himself as (the Light of the World; Cs 
the salt of the earth; the Bread of Life; the 3. | eae pana pene 3. rt h 
Good Shepherd). 4. .* ee e dea 4. Simon the Cyrene 
2. The words “Come and see” were spoken by (Philip; 5. Cut off the high 5. Philip 
Jesus; John the Baptist; Nathanael). priest’s servant's 


3. The man born blind "(was blind because he had ear 
sinned ; was blind because his parents had sinned ; . First at Jesus’ tomb 
was cast out by the Jews; worshiped Jesus). . The home of Mary 
4. Jesus clearly stated his divinity to (the woman and Martha 


at the well; the man born blind; Nicodemus; 8+ Where Jesus talked to 8. Cephas 
Nathanael). the woman at the 


5. Jesus prayed that his disciples might be (bound well 


é Fee. bee Bae > 9. Baptized Jesus 9. Golgotha 
paetegles pylon 2 a from persecution; kept 19 The place where a_ 10. Simon Peter 


man was cured of 


. Judas Iscariot 
. Mary Magdalene 


NO 
NN 


6. Simon Peter (denied knowing Jesus; cut off the blindness 
high priest’s servant’s ear; was delegated to 17, A sister of Lazarus 11. Nicodemus 
care for Jesus’ mother; was formerly a tax 12, Brought his brother 12. Martha 
collector). to Jesus 
7. Men who took official part in the trial of Jesus 13. Betrayed Jesus . 13. John the Baptist 
were (Annas; Herod; Caiaphas; Pilate). 14. Conducted Jesus’ trial 14. Pool of Siloam 
8. The men who took Jesus’ body were (Nicodemus; 15- The crucifixion hill 15. Samaria 
Peter; John; Joseph of Arimathea). ANSWERS 
9. The first people to visit the tomb of Jesus on the I. ee 8. (15) 
resurrection morning were (Mary the mother = t ‘ a 9232 
of Jesus; Peter; Mary Magdalene; John). - (3) os ei4) 
to. On the day of his resurrection, Jesus appeared to 5. (10) 12. (5) 
Mary Magdalene; Peter; two men at Emmaus; 6. (7) 13. (6) 
the eleven apostles). 7-1 14. (3) 
15. (9) 
Single Choice Completion 
For Intermediates and Young People For Juniors or Intermediates 


Directions: Fill in the blank spaces with words 


Directions: Underscore the term in parentheses P 
fe that will make true statements, one word for each 


that makes the truest statement. 








I. Jesus is portrayed best in the Gospel of John as blank. 
(the Great Physician; the Messiah; the Son of 1! the was the forerunner of Jesus. 
to Jesus and 


man; the Son of God). 2. Andrew brought his brother 
Philip brought ; 


a ruler of the came to Jesus by night. 


2. “An Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile” was 
Ferand of (Nicodemus; Peter; Nathanael; 3. 
i1p). . While passing through t t 
3. Nathanael was brought to Jesus by his brother discourse with a aie at toate Asay igs 
(Andrew; Philip; Simon Peter; John the Bap- 5. After Jesus had fed men with 


tist). loaves and fishes, the discipl 
4. A member of the Jewish Sanhedrin who came seek- up baskets full which “ae 











oN 























° 29 


6. “If the therefore shall make you ; 
ye shall be indeed” (John 8: 36). 

7. When Jesus met a man born , he sent him 
to wash in the pool of and he returned 


























8. “I am the good 








and know my ” (John 
10:14). 
9. the brother of and , was raised 


from the dead by Jesus. 
10. At the last supper, Jesus set an example of humble 
service to others by his disciples’ 
11. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the , the » 
and the ” (John 14:6). 
12, Jesus was tried before 

















and accused of 














13. was the first at tle tomb after Jesus’ resur- 

réction and found there. 

ANSWERS 
1. John, Baptist 7. Blind, Siloam, seeing 
2. Peter, Nathanael 8. Shepherd, sheep 
3. Nicodemus, Jews 9. Lazarus, Martha, Mary 
4. Samaria, well 10. Washing, feet 
5. Five thousand, five, two, 11. Way, truth, life 
twelve 12. Pilate, blasphemy 


13. Mary, two angels 


One Word. Answer 
For Juniors 
Drections: Each of the following questions can 

be answered by a single word. 

1. What is Jesus called in the first verse of John’s 
Gospel? 

2. To whom did Jesus say, “Thou shalt be called 
Cephas”? 

3. What prominent man came to Jesus by night? 

4. Of what nationality was the woman whom Jesus 
met at the well? 

5. What food were the children of Israel provided 
with in the wilderness? 

6. What nation of people did Jesus refer to when 
he gave the parable of the evil servant? 

7. What affliction was healed when Jesus sent a man 
to wash in the pool of Siloam? 

8. What was the name of the brother of Mary and 
Martha? 

9. Who at first refused to let Jesus wash his feet? 

10. Whom did Jesus say he would send after going 
away? 

11. Which disciple of Jesus denied three times that he 
knew him? 

12, What official conducted the trial of Jesus? 

13. Who was first at the tomb of Jesus after his res- 


6. Son, free, free 


urrection? 
ANSWERS 

1. Word, John 1:1 7. Blindness, John 9: 7 
2. Peter, John 1: 42 8. Lazarus, John 11:2 
3. Nicodemus, John 3:1 9. Peter, John 13:8 

4. Samaritan, John 4:9 10. Comforter, John 14: 16 
5. Manna, John 6: 49 11. Peter, John 18: 27 

6. Israel Pilate, John 18: 29 


12. 
13. Mary, John 20:1 
Who Said? 


A type of one word answer for Intermediates or 
Young People 


Directions: Write after each statement the name 
of the person who spoke the words. 


1. “In the beginning was the Word.” 

“Behold the Lamb of God.” 

“We have found him.” 

“Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
“Come and see.” 

“How can these things be?” 

“Sir, give me this water.” 

“Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him.” 


“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died.” 


10. “Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 

11. “Let not your heart be troubled.” 

12. “I find no fault in him.” 

13. “What I have written I have written.” 

14. “They have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him.” 

15. “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails ... I will not believe.” 


ANSWERS 
1. John, writer of the 8. The man born blind 
Gospel (John 1: 1) (John 9: 36) 


© PNAKARYODN 


2. John the Baptist (John 9. Mary (John 11: 32) 
1:3 10. Peter (John 13: 8) 

3. Philip (John 1: 45) 11. Jesus (John 14:1) 

4. Nathanael (John 1: 46) 12. Pilate (John 19: 6) 

5. Jesus (John 1: 39); 13. Pilate (John 19: 22) 
Philip (John 1: 46) 14. Mary Magdalene (John 

6. Nicodemus (John 3: 9) 20: 13) 

7. The Samaritan woman 15. Thomas ‘(John 20: 25) 
(John 4: 15) ; 


Lawrence, Kans. 
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LESSON 12. 


MARCH 20. JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 18:1 to 19 : 42 


Golden Text.—Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.—1 Cor. 15 : 3b 


= 








a 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 19: 17-22, 25-30 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

19:17 And he bearing his cross went 
forth into a place called the place of a 
skull, which is called in the Hebrew Gol- 
gotha: 

18 Where they crucified him, and two 
other with him, on either side one, and 
Jesus in the midst. 

19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put 
it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 

20 This title then read many of the 
Jews; for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was nigh to the city: and it 
was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and 
Latin. 

21 Then said the chief priests of the 
Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of 
the Jews; but that he said, I am King 
of the Jews. ; 

22 Pilate answered, What I have writ- 
ten I have written. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

19:17 They took Jesus therefore: and 
he went out, bearing the cross for him- 
self, unto the place called The place of 
a skull, which is called in Hebrew Gol- 
gotha: 18 where they crucified him, and 
with him two others, on either side one, 
and Jesus in the midst. 19 And Pilate 
wrote a title also, and put it on the cross. 
And there was written, Jesus or Naz- 
ARETH, THE KING OF THE JEws. 20 This 
title therefore read many of the Jews, 
1for the place where Jesus was crucified 
was nigh to the city; and it was written 
in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. 
21 The chief priests of the Jews there- 
fore said to Pilate, Write not, The king 
of the Jews; but, that he said, I am 
King of the Jews. 22 Pilate answered, 
What I have written I have written. 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


25 Now there stood by the cross of 
Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sis- 
ter, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and 
Mary Magdalene. : 


26 When Jesus therefore saw his 
mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy son! 


27 Then saith he to the disciple, Be- 
hold thy ‘mother! And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home. 


28 After this, Jesus knowing that all 
things were now accomplished, that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 


29 Now there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar: and they filled a spunge with 
vinegar, and put tt upon hyssop, and put 
it to his mouth. 


30 When Jesus therefore had received 
the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


25 These things therefore the soldiers 
did. But there were standing by the cross 
of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. _ 26 When Jesus therefore 
saw his mother, and the disciple standing 
by whom he loved, he saith unto. his 
mother, Woman, behold, thy son! 27 
Then saith he to the disciple, Behold, thy 
mother! And from that hour the disciple 
took her unto his own home. 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all 
things are now finished, that the scripture 
might be accomplished, saith, I thirst. 29 
There was set there a vessel full of vine- 
gar: so they put a sponge full of the 
vinegar upon hyssop, and brought it to 
his mouth. 30 When Jesus therefore had 
received the vinegar, he said, It is fin- 
ished: and he bowed his head, and gave 
up his spirit. 

. 4Or, for the place of the city 
where Jesus was crucified was nigh 
at hand. 


International Council of Religious Education, 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson ; 

ITH the Cross of Calvary the long-awaited 
W ice: strikes ythe hour toward which all the 

Gospel story and all events of the universe 
were moving, —the central hour of time and eternity. 
“When Jesus knew that his hour was come” (John 
13:1), he gave his Love message to his disciples, 
pouring out his own love to them and pressing home 
the new commandment to love one another. 

Glory was the goal toward which our Lord was 
moving (13:3; 17:1). But how amazing is God’s 
method, that the gateway to his highest glory should 
be through the lowest shame. We learn the message 
of the cross when we learn that the place of lowest 
shame to which he went is the place where each of 
us belonged; he died in our place to take us out of 
that place of death and shame into the glory that is 
his with the Father (John 17: 5, 22, 24). 


The Historical Setting 

Most scholars would place the death of our Lord at 
three o'clock in the afternoon of Friday the fifteenth 
of Nisan, in April, A. D. 30. The trial before Pilate 
was probably at six in the morning (John 19:14); 
he was put on the cross at nine o'clock (Mark 15: 
25), the deep darkness was from noon to three o’clock 
(Matt. 27:45). On page 128 of this issue will be 
found a discussion of the day of our Lord’s crucifixion. 


Verse by Verse 

John 19:17.—And he bearing his cross. John omits 
mention of Simon of Cyrene (Matt. 27:32). As the 
world’s sin crushed his soul, so the weight of the physi- 
cal cross crushed his body, weakened by the cruelty 
of men. Went forth. He “suffered without the gate, 
for the law-abiding Jews could not put their Messiah 
to death inside the city fags 13:12, 13). The place 
of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha. 
Probably the shape of the hill resembled a skull, 
though some think it was so named as a place of exe- 
cution. The Latin word is “calvaria,” from which 
is our Calvary. The traditional site, where stands 
the Church of the ‘Holy Sepulchre, lies within the 
modern city, but believed by some scholars to be be- 
yond the ancient wall. The other suggested site is 
a hill in which is Jeremiah’s grotto, northeast of the 
Damascus gate. 

Verse 18.—Where they crucified him. Of all forms 
of death ever devised by man, that by crucifixion was 
at the same time the most degrading and the most 
horrible, the agony often lasting for days, death com- 
ing through thirst and excruciating pain. Two other 
with him. “He was numbered with the transgressors” 
(Isa. 53212). Jesus in the midst. What a place of 
opportunity for them! And what use the one made of 
it! (Luke 23: 30-43.) 

Verse 19.—And Pilate wrote a title. The custom 
was to put the name of the criminal and his accusation 
on the cross. But how different this from any title 
that was ever written over a cross. The writing was. 
Each Gospel gives the title differently, but the full 


& bd & x 


sentence may have been: “This is Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews”; or the words may have varied 
in the three different languages. 

Verse 20.—Written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 
Written for all the world to read, and one day all 
the world will bow down before this King of the Jews. 

Verse 22.—What I have written I have written. 
Pilate can now be brave and resolute on this minor 
point, illustrating the character ascribed to him by 
Philo: “By nature obstinate and stubborn; at once 
self-willed, and implacable.” 

Verse 25.—Now there stood by the cross of Jesus. 
Mark the contrast between the four soldiers and their 
act, and the four women. His mother, and his mother’s 
sister. His mother’s sister was doubtless Salome, the 
mother of James and John. Characteristically, John 
omits the name of his own mother. Mary, the wife of 
Cleophas. The mother of James the Less and Joses 
(Mark 15:40), probably identical with Alphzus 
(Matt. 10:3), and some think the same as Cleopas of 
the Emmaus Road (Luke 24). Mary Magdalene. 
From whom he cast out seven demons (Mark 16:9). 

Verse 26.—Woman, behold thy son! He loves his 
mother to the end, and he thinks of her now when 
the sword is piercirig through her soul (Luke 2:35). 

Verse 27.—Behold thy mother! She needed now 
the comfort and attention of one who was one with 
her Lord, and this attention her unbelieving sons could 
not give. Mark how this illustrates 2 Corinthians 5: 16. 

Verse 28.—That the scripture might be fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst. Not meaning that he said this just 
to fulfill Scripture, but his saying it did fulfill the 
prophecy of Psalm 69:21 (cf. Psa. 22:15). The thirst 
is One of the many tokens of the human side of the 
— He was crucified in weakness (2 Cor. 
13:4). 

Verse 290.—A vessel full of vinegar ... put it upon 
hyssop.. This was sour wine, not necessarily given in 








Finished 
By Amos R. Wells 


it NISHED!** my Lord and Redeemer said. 

** Finished!** he cried as he bowed his head. 
** Finished!" echoed the heaveniy host as the Son 
of Man gave up the ghost. All was finished that 
he began; finished the ancient, eternal plan; finished, 
complete, to the end of time, the task forever-more 
sublime. Nothing further left to be done; not a 
fortress left to be won; not a foot of the road 
to go; not a single unconquered foe. Finished! 
Salvation’s door thrown wide, and all mankind 
may pass inside. Finished! all perfect, all safe, 
all true, all freely offered to me and you. All 
finished and over, nothing remains but man’s accept- 
ance of Calvary’s gains; the infinite sacrifice finally 
made, and the terrible debt of sinners paid. Now 
praise to our blessed Redeemer be given in all of 
his earth, in all of his Heaven, and rever finished the 
praises be for the work that was finished on Calvary! 

















mockery, but to relieve the thirst. The hyssop was 
a short branch, and confirms the view that the feet 
of our Lord were not far above the ground. 

Verse 30.—It is finished. One word in the original, 
and what a marvelous word it is! The same word is 
rendered “accomplished” in verse 28 (note 17:4). It 
is a cry of triumph (probably to be identified with 
Matt. 27: 50, etc.), marking the defeat of Satan in the 
very moment of his supposed outward victory. Re- 
demption is complete; all that needs to follow in our 
salvation is secured by his death, soon to be consum- 
mated in the resurrection. He bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost. No one could take his life from 
him. He voluntarily gave it up (John 10:18). This, 
however, does not exclude the natural human effects 
on his body. 


Lesson Outlines 
“Curist Diep For Our Sins” 
1. Foretellings of His Death, and events that led 
to it 
2. Facts of His death 
3. Fruits of His Death 


CHRIST THE SUPREME JUDGE 
1. Judas and the Jewish Band before Christ 

(18: 1-12) 

2. Annas and Caiaphas before Christ (18: 13-24) 
3. Peter before Christ (18: 25-27) 

4. Pilate before Christ (18: 28-40) 

5. All the Jews before Christ (19: 1-16) 

6. Sin judged by Christ, made Sin for us, on the 

cross (19: 17-42) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Who put Christ to death? Satan (Gen. 3:15; Luke 
22:3; John 13:2, 27). The Jews (Matt. 26:65, 66; 
27: 20-25; John 18: 31; 19:7; 19:11; Acts 2:22, 23; 
3: 13-15; 4:10). The Gentiles (Matt. 27: 26; John 19: 
II, 16, 18; Acts 2:23). Judas, an Apostle (John 6: 
70, 71; Matt. 26: 14-16; John 18:2, 3; Psa. 41:9; 
55:12-14). God the Father (Isa. 53:6, 10; Acts 2: 
23; John 10:18). No one (John 10:17, 18; 19:30; 
Luke 23:46). J put Christ to death (1 Cor. 15:3; 
Isa. 53:5; Heb. 2:9). 

The Atonement. It was necessary for Christ to die 
(John 3:14; Luke 24:44; Heb. 9:16, 22). Christ 
died for ali men (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2; Heb. 2: 
9). Christ’s death paid the eternal death penalty of 
sin, reconciling God to man so that man might now be 
pleaded with to be reconciled to God (1 Pet. 2:24; 2 
Cor. 5: 18-21). The holy God required blood. God, 
in the person of his Son, provided that blood himself. 
It has infinite value, and is more than the equivalent 
of a punishment that would have condemned any finite 
number of finite men to eternal separation from God. 
This is not a “theory” of the atonement, but a fact. 
The end of it all is that we might have his righteous- 
ness, justified freely (Rom. 3: 24-26), and live for him 
(x Pet; 2324; 2 Cor. $: 18): 

Fulfilled Prophecy. The words “according to the 
scriptures,” in the Golden Text, mean according to 
the Old Testament Scriptures. Five times John directly 
states that a Scripture was fulfilled (18:9, 32; 10: 
24, 28, 36). Mark many other fulfillments. 
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Lesson for March 20 


Parallel Accounts. The Gospel accounts of the ar- 
rest, trial, and crucifixion will repay any amount of 
earnest study. Note that John records more than thirty 
details not mentioned in the other accounts. 

Other Topics. The seven sayings on the cross, 
Peter’s denial, the character of Pilate, of Judas, the 
several trials, the groups at the cross, the burial.4 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Are you resting in his finished work? The Gospel 
for sinners is good news not of what God will do if 
we do something, but good news of what God in Christ 
has already done. His finished work does not save us 
apart from himself, but when we accept him we rejoice 
that no condemnation will ever come against us for 
our sins. Sins we commit after being saved will be 
dealt with by God as our Father, who chastises and 
forgives, not as our Judge, who condemns. 

“T’ll live for him who died for me.” After resting 
in the fact that by grace alone all my sins have been. 
forgiven, I am to express my new life in him by yield- 
ing that life completely to him, henceforth living not 
to self but unto him (2 Cor. 5:15). And this means 
living the “crucified life” (Matt. 10: 38; 16:24; Mark 
8:34; Luke 9:23; 14:27). 

Do I cherish sins that slew my Lord? Mark well 
the common sins, which, on the human side, caused his 
death. Judas loved money and honor, was covetous 
and dishonest. Pilate was influenced by the multitude, 
and by his self-interests. The Jewish rulers delivered 
Christ because of envy. Are any of these sins ours? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Let us cease from the folly of trying to do what 
Christ finished doing. 

No one knows with certainty the location of the 
most sacred spot on earth, but every man may find for 
himself the place of the cross and know with certainty 
that he is there. 

Let us reverence and revel in Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, for these are they that speak of him and of his 
death (John 5:39; Luke 24:27, 44; 1 Cor. 15:3). 

Pilate wrote also his own accusation, a record that 
no washing of his guilty hands could erase: what have 
we written concerning Christ? 

We can accomplish nothing until we have first ac- 
cepted what Christ accomplished for us. After that, 
we also can finish the work that God gives us to do. 

We are still living in a Christ-rejecting world that 
has not repented of the crucifixion, and hence we must 
suffer with him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 

What a place of crisis was the Cross, where sin 
met righteousness, judgment met mercy, hatred met 
love, man’s worst met God’s best, death met life, and 
I met Christ: have you had your crisis? 





2Many illuminating and searching side lights on this 
lesson will be found in the articles by the late George E. 
Guille in the Times of December 19, 26, and January 2, pub- 
lished now as a pamphlet, “The Gospel in the Crucifixion,” 
by the Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843 North 
Wells Street, Chicago, at 15 cents a@ copy. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 
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Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 

1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. J other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere ~ 

2. All experimen 
fore presenting in 
results. We 


3. While harmful substances have been used as 

seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 
_ 4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
every case r further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 







ocedure should be tried be- 
ic to insure familiarity with 





MATERIAL: Tincture of iodine; carbon disul- 
fide ; strong potassium permanganate solution; tall 


glass of water; large test tube or three-ounce 
bottle. 











HERE is an old maxim that advises: “When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do.” If restricted to 
certain social customs and practice, the advice may be 
acceptable, but when extended to conduct, it is a de- 
cidedly bad standard. James refers in his Epistle (1: 


8) to a class of people who act on this in their re- 
ligious life. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


s. January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude ..John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—The Slavery of Sin (Temperance 

EMOOOR) 0 cvinrivccccveeccvccdcctecscccecovvecd John 8 : 31-36 
gy. February 14.—Jesus and the Man Born Blind. John 9g: 1-41 
8. February a1.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-42 
g. February 28.—Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead. 

John 11:1 to 12:41 

10. March 6.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet. John 13 : 1-15 
11. March 13.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 to 17 
12. March 20.—Jesus Dies on thea Cross. John 18:1 to 19: 42 
13. March 27.—Jesus Rises From the Dead (Easter 


LREGOR). cic ivivevedvesccicvgeséaveccincvenes John 20: 1-31 
Second Quarter 

1. April 3.—God in Creation ............ Genesis 1:1 to 2:7 
2. April 10.—How Sin Begins .......... Genesis 2:8 to 3:24 
3. April 17.—The Call of Abram ............ Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8—Esaw Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

LeS80M) occccccccccccccccccccceccccsocves Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ........... peeves Genesis 27 and 28 








Peter, before Pentecost, was such a man. He smote 
the servant of the high priest in his zeal to defend 
the Lord Jesus, yet in a little while denied knowledge 
of Christ before the accusation of the doorkeeper at 
the high priest’s palace. (Place about an inch cf 
water in the tube or bottle and add enough tincture 
of iodine to give it a brown color. After calling at- 
tention to this, add an equal amount of carbon disul- 
fide and shake. The liquids separate into two layers, 
one of which is violet.) Peter changed colors to con- 
form with his surroundings and avoid persecution. 

After Pentecost, Peter was no longer subject to his 
environment. Instead, as all true Christians should, 
he made his environment subject to his influence. 
(Drop potassium permanganate solution into the glass 
of water.) Peter in one day turned three thousand 
people to the Lord. 


LAWRENCE, KAns. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Old Joe.—Two other with him (v. 18). Whenever 
we come to this tragic scene in the Master’s life my 
eyes always become transfixed on those “two other 
with him.” I expect one of the reasons I am so fas- 
cinated with the sight is because one of those men 
represents me, and one of those men was the first 
Christian to arrive in Paradise, and he got there by 
virtue of just three words, “Lord, remember me.” I 
expect another reason this scene of the “two other” 
so holds my attention is because it has been one of my 
most efficient tools in working with dying men who 
have been great sinners. I have told before about our 
old blacksmith, Joe White, who worked for us for 
forty years. For fifty years he had not been inside 
a church. He had no use for religion and “a lot of 
hypocrites.” He would go on terrible sprees. He 
lay dying after a protracted spree in the upper room 
of a saloon (“hotel”) where they had him. For sev- 
eral days in his delirium he had been calling for “Bill.” 
They thought he was calling for Bill Dickinson, the 
man who was looking after him. The Lord put it in 
my heart to go see old Joe. As I entered the room 
he was conscious and he cried in a tone of joy, “There’s 
Bill now!” ‘Why it’s you I guess he has been calling 
for, for two or three days,” they said. Old Joe was 
in a terrible way mentally. As tenderly and as graphi- 
cally as I could I told him the story of the dying thief. 
“Joe, old fellow,” I said, “that man hanging yonder 
on the cross in all the agony of crucifixion is you 
lying here on your bed of pain. I am holding up 
before you your Saviour. Look and live. Cry as did 
the thief, ‘Remember me.’” Joe groaned, “Oh, but 
I am so wicked, I am so awful wicked.” “No matter 
about that, Joe; as ‘Lord, remember me’ opened Para- 
dise for that other dying man it will open the same 
door for you.” After about a minute of silence the 
big, strong blacksmith, by a mighty effort, raised 
himself on his elbow in his bed and reaching out a 
trembling hand sobbed, “Lord, remember me. Lord, 
remember a poor wicked old sinner like me.” Then a 
smile broke over his drawn agonized face and he 
shouted, “Glory to God! I am saved!” He dropped 
back unconscious on his pillow never to speak again, 
and in another day old Joe was with the penitent thief 
in Paradise. “Absent from the body, .. . present with 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). . 


What I Have Written.—Write not, The King of 
the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews 
(v. 21). What a nice little human touch this incident 
is! No fakir of the third century could have invented 
this homely twentieth century touch. “What the Boss 
says goes!” What Commander Candy of the good 
Times ship Pennsylvania (where this note is being 
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written in 1930) says and does is law. Pilate no doubt 
had the equivalent of “U. S. N. R. F.” and was com- 
mander of the ship of Roman State cruising in Pales- 
tine and upon which that Jewish cabal was sailing. 
Now when commanders post an announcement you 
may better believe it stays posted. No discipline other- 
wise. If Pilate had the same streak in him as is in 
most of us, and I reckon he had, he would have been 
much pleased, not to say highly delighted, that he had 
hit upon something with which he could so cleverly 
and safely slap the faces of the blood-thirsty bunch. 
It was this group that had forced his hand with the 
veiled threat (John 19:12, 13). As a matter of fact 
Pilate was led to put up a sign that was true. Like 
the other Roman at this same cross Pilate no doubt 
realized he was not dealing with an ordinary Jew. I 
have always thought Pilate never got away from the 
warning of his wife. Few men do! Dreams in that 
day meant more than too much late supper (Matt. 27: 
19). Indeed, Jesus’ quiet, kingly dignity, under the 
rude handling of his persecutors could well have im- 
pressed the Roman officer, either consciously or sub- 
consciously, 


Mother Love.—There stood by the cross of Jesus 
his mother (v. 25). As I write Uncle Sam has just 
sent some Gold Star mothers to Europe to visit the 
resting places of their sacrificed boys. Why not send 
Gold Star fathers—or are there any Gold Stars for 
fathers? Anyone can answer that conundrum right 
off. In Chester County’s greatest murder case, the 
Hon. Wayne MacVeagh counsel for Udderzook, the 
murderer, when every one else deserted the killer, his 
little old mother sat by his side in the court every day. 
She sacrificed her little farm, all she had, in his de- 
fense. When her boy was hung upon the gallows 
at West Chester, broken-hearted and penniless, she laid 
down and died. That’s Mother for you from Mary 
until tomorrow. Only Mary was not broken-hearted 
nor in despair. She had things hid in her heart that 
made it unbreakable (Luke 2:51). This mother love 
seems universal above the waters. The other day all 
traffic was held up at the world’s busiest corner Fifth 
Avenue and Forty-second Street, New York, by a 
mother cat carrying her kitten to safety. The great 
crowd halted. Had the policeman or any other dared 
harm that mother cat with her baby in her mouth 
that crowd would have mobbed him. After a fire 
they found a dead hen on her nest. When they kicked 
the poor burnt body aside there was a little live chick 
unde: her. “As a hen gathereth her chickens” (Matt. 
23:37). One of the greatest paintings I ever saw 
for action and the blazing forth of mother love is 
that of Rizpah upon the rock, erect and blazing with 
uplifted club driving away the vultures from her exe- 
cuted sons (2 Sam. 21:8-10). History is full of 
mother love. The mother scene at the cross — almost 
the last—is one of the most touching of the won- 
derful three years’ ministry of the Lord Jesus. All 
stories, especially those of a tragic ending do not leave 
a sweet taste in the mouth. Here is one that does. 
It is dad who gets out of patience and drives the 
drunken scalawag away. It is mother who grieves but 
never loses faith, hope, and charity—and to think 
of any fellow deliberately wiping his feet on such a 
love as this! 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
in the following issue? 


Ws Old Testament Scripture prophesied that Christ 
would die for our sins? (1 Cor. 15: 3.) 


2. Can you mention several of the thirty or more de- 
tails that John records of the trial and death of Jesus, 
not found in other Gospels? 


3. What phrase in John’s eighteenth chapter links it 
closely with Luke’s account of the hours in Gethsemane, 
though John’s details of that scene are so few? 


4. What part did envy and cowardice and covetousness 
have in the death of Christ? What other sins put him 
on the cross? 


5. What final word from the Jewish priests and officers 


moved Pilate to the crucifixion of our Lord,—a word 
recorded only by John 


6. How does this work link up with the main line of 
accusation and examination of Christ before Pilate, as 
recorded by John? 


7. How many women were in the watching group at 
the cross, according to John? 

8. If Jesus paid it all, in what sense are we to take 
up our cross daily and follow him? 

9. Although Jesus Christ suffered and died “once for 
all, what clear statements of Scripture show that there 
is yet suffering to be endured for his sake by his followers? 

10. What clear call comes to the Christian to bear a 
cross? 


11. What is the chief difference between misfortune and 
cross-bearing ? 
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12. Is there any intimation in the Scrip- 
tures that, in a certain sense, the crucifixion 
of our Lord may be repeated? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will -be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


will be given to illustrations on 
on patie of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print. 


ti on other verses than the 
ola Text. are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also d. 


Would It Were Only Three!—Peter 
then denied again: and immediately the 
cock crew (John 18:27). 


ith frightened lips I shall not ever say, 
wi moe Him not,” for none will question 


me. 
I shall not need to speak a word today 
To publish to the world my loyalty. | 
And yet a hundred times there comes a voice, 
“Know you this Man, the Master ?” and 
behold, 5 
A hundred times I make the fateful choice 
Today, as the apostle once of old. 
And every unkind word or straying thought, 
Every deed of hatred or disdain, RS 
Say plainly to the world, “I know Him not. 
And then the cock crows — bitter morn 
of pain! ‘ 
And would indeed today that they might 


The times I have denied Him— only 
three 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohie. 


_ The Three Deaths at Calvary.—They 
crucified him, and two other with him 
(19: 18). 
One died in sin—O awful death! 
I nitent ! 
One died to sin— forever died! 
The penitent ! , 
One died for sin — He whom in love 
The Father sent! 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Mother Hen’s Costly Sermon.— 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures (Golden Text). A minister 
was boarding at a certain farmhouse. The 
farmer was not a Christian, but his wife 
had been praying for him for some years, 
and the minister was waitifig for an op- 
portunity to make plain to him what 
Christ had done for him. Early one morn- 
ing the farmer beckoned to the minister 
to follow him out to the chicken house. 
There on one of the nests sat a hen with 
a brood of chickens peeping out from 
under her wings. “Touch her, Parson,” 
the farmer said. As the minister put his 
hand on the hen he found that she was 
cold. “Look at that wound in her head,” 
the farmer continued. “A weasel has 
sucked all the blood from her body, and 
she never once moved for fear the little 
beast would get her chickens.” “Oh, 
Jonas,” the minister said, “that was just 
like Christ. He endured all that suffer- 
ing on the cross. He could have moved 
and saved his own life, but he wouldn’t, 
because you and I were under his wings. 
If he had moved, we would have been 
lost.” The farmer saw the point and ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Sav- 
iour.—From Christian Youth. Sent by 
Mary J. Galbraith, Petersburg, Fla. Prise 
tllustration, 


What Held Him to the Cross ?—Christ 
died for our sins (Golden Text). 


Not the nails, but His wondrous love for me, 
Kept my Lord on the cross of Calvary. 

Oh, what power could hold Him there — 
All my sin and shame to bear? 

Not the nails, but his wondrous love for me. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
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“Who Stands For You?”—Christ died 
for our sins (Golden Text). In “Around 
the World Tour of Missions,” the author 
relates that he wished to spend three 
weeks at Tokio. On the second day the 
question came to him from the police of- 
fice: “Who stands for you?” “Japan 
asked of me not, ‘Who are you?’ but, 
‘What right have you to be here?’ That 
right could only rest-on the free sub- 
stitution of some well-known Japanese 
citizen in my place before the court of 
justice. The man was found and accepted 
in my place. Did I break the laws, he 
would be punished. Did I deserve death, 
he would die for me.” Some one must 
stand for us in the kingdom of God. 
The only one who can is Jesus Christ. 
He shall bear all our iniquities—From 
“5000 Best Modern IIlustrations,” by the 
Rev. G. B. F. Hallock. Sent by Frank 
E, Atkins, Merchantville, N. J. 


The Impostor.—Christ died for our 
sins (Golden Text). In R. Moffat .Gau- 
trey’s new book, entitled “The Glory of 
Going On,” he gives this incident. “Not 
many months ago in an Oxfordshire vil- 
lage, an old saint lay dying. For over 
eighty years she had been on pilgrimage 
to Zion, until her face had grown bright 
with Heavén’s approaching glory. An 
Anglo-Catholic priest, under the entire 
misapprehension that none of his parish- 
ioners could find access to the City unless 
he unlocked the gate, called to visit her. 
‘Madam,’ he said, ‘I have come to grant 
you absolution.’ And she, in her sim- 
plicity, not knowing what the word meant, 
inquired, ‘What is that?’ ‘I have come to 
forgive your sins,’ was the reply. ‘May 
I look into your hand?’ she answered. 
Gazing for a moment at the hand of the 
priest, she said, ‘Sir, you are an impostor.’ 
‘Impostor!’ the scandalized cleric pro- 
tested. ‘Yes, sir, an impostor. The Man 
who forgives my sin has a nailprint in 
His palm.’ ”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
Eng. “ 


Practical holiness, though not the basis 
of our salvation, is intimately cénnected 
with our enjoyment thereof—C. H. 
Mackintosh, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“One Day.” 

“I Gave My Life for Thee.” 

“All Alone.” 

“Nailed to the Cross.” 

“There is a Green Hill Far Away.” 
“The Old Rugged Cross.” 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we stend amazed today in the presence of 
a lesson such as this. Thy love toward us 
is manifested for our salvation in such a 
marvelous way, we do not know how to 
thank thee. Help us, we pray thee, to come 
into a keener realization of the sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus, our Substitute. May we 
realize the sinfulness of sin as never before, 
and as we think of Calvary, may we recog- 
nize with new meaning what was done for 
us there in him who became sin for us, and 
died for our justification. Help us to give 
the cross its rightful place in the great foun- 
dations of our faith, We ask this in the 
name of him who gave himself there for us. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—John McNeill, the 
evangelist, once said that there was at 
least one man at the time of the cruci- 
fixion who knew what it was to have a 
substitute put to death in his place. Can any 
of you say who that was? Yes, Barabbas! 
If he stood in the crowd and watched 





wy GIFT To Me. 











Jesus on the way-to the crucifixion, 
can you imagine how he must have felt? 
The Lord Jesus is our Substitute, standing 
in our place, bearing our sins in his own 
body on the cross. What have we to 
say to him when he extends to us his 
forgiveness and his saving grace? Shall 
we turn away from him with ungrateful 
hearts, and imagine that in some way we 
can save ourselves? No effort of our- 
selves will pay the penalty of our sin, — 
nothing but the keeping power of the 
Lord Jesus will be strong enough to hold 
us back from the sin that would soon 
overcome us. Have you listened to his 
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Thousands of snow crystals were photographed by the late W. A. Bentley of Vermont. Dr. 


Pace visited him in his home and learned many wonderful things. 


In the Marcb 19 issue 


of the Times he will tell of his visit, and Point out illuminating Scriptural facts about the 


snow. His article will be accompanied by several of his 


own drawings of snow crystals. 
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loving call, or are you still doing nothing 
about it? He gave his life for you. What 
are you giving to him? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “Despised and rejected of men.” 
2.“A man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief.” 

3. “The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.’ 

4. “Behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto His sorrow.” 

5. “For us, for us, the Lamb was slain: 

Praise ye the Lord! Amen.” 














HESE words of the inspired prophets 
of the Old Testament and the two 
lines from a grand old hymn of the Mo- 
ravian Church suggest the awfulness and 


the glory of these two chapters from this- 
“the greatest book in the world” — John’s * 


Gospel. To help your young girls to feel 
this sorrow, even to begin to realize what 
their Saviour suffered, for them — that 
is beyond human powers, but-you must 
be the Holy Spirit’s instrument, or chan- 
nel, through whom he can impress their 
hearts in this study. Listening to Handel’s 
“Messiah” for the first time, this last 
Christmas, a young Christian girl con- 
fessed, “I never thought about Jesus’ suf- 
fering before — oh, I found my eyes burn- 
ing with tears when I listened to those 
words, ‘Behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto his sorrow.’ I never 
had thought about his suffering so much 
for me — it made me love him much more 
than I ever had before.” 

Pray that your girls’ hearts may burn 
within them as they think of this despised 
and rejected Lover of men’s souls, this 
man of sorrows who became so intimately 
acquainted with deepest grief for our 
sakes; and that they may love him bet- 
ter ever afterward for the study of this 
lesson. 


1. Could they not search these two 
chapters through and note the items that 
indicate how our Lord was despised: and 
scorned? There was that fearfully cruel 
scourging Pilate ordered, even after he 
admitted he could find no fault in him. 
Think of the mockery of that crown of 
thorns, that purple garment of mock roy- 
alty, that exposure to that howling, hoot- 
ing mob — “Behold, the man!” —so ar- 
rayed! You may remind your girls of 
other such expressions of men’s scorn 
from the other Gospels: the slapping in 
his face; the blindfolded “prophesying, the 
spitting — to one of such exquisite sensi- 
bilities what must these, the minor items 
of his suffering, have brought! 


2. The fullest records of his sorrow 
and grief of soul must come from the 
Gospels which tell the full story of those 
midnight hours in Gethsemane, but John 
mentions “the cup” of that soul agony 
(18:11) which called out that thrice- 
repeated prayer, “If thou be willing .. . 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done.” The girls must surely count the 
Master’s heartbroken look to Peter, when 
he heard that sworn friend basely deny 
him—as Luke tells it—to this cup of 
sorrow, for it was typical of the Lord’s 
grief over the failure of all those whom 
he had counted his friends. Girls know 
how deeply such betrayals wound their 
own hearts. Perhaps they can come nearer 
understanding this one item of his sor- 
row than some of its greater depths, and 
it will -be for them a little entering wedge 
in their warming love for such a Saviour. 


3. Now, can you help your girls to feel 


' that all this suffering and sorrow were 


borne entirely for our sakes —that in 
truth it was not for crimes that he had 
done he groaned upon the tree, but for 
the age-long sin of the world —for our 
sin he hung and suffered there. 

4. Of course you must take your girls 
right to the foot of that cross, so that 
they can “behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto his sorrow.” Upon that 
cross all the despising and rejecting, all 
the suffering and sorrow of mind, body, 





















































































































Lesson for March 20 

















and spirit reached their last and full 
measure. Remind them of that group of 
women who stood there — let them com- 
pany with them, as they hear his last 
cries of love, suffering, and victory! 


5. And then, pray that every girl may 
realize that it is true, as the old hymn 
says: “For us, for us, the Lamb was 
slain.” How can they help but say in 
heart earnestness and sincerity, “Praise 
the Lord for such a Saviour! J so accept 
him as my own.” 


Home Study 

You will want to complete your outline 
of the facts as given in John’s Gospel 
about this climax of “The Loveliest Life 
of All”; but surely it will be in your 
heart that its meaning will be written 
as never before, after this study. Will 
you not memorize, “There is a Green 
Hill Far Away,” or’“When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross,” that you may have 
some way to express the returning love 
of your heart for such a Saviour? 

Decatur, GA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 
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Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuristiIaAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIsTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times. 


If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Why was Christ crucified? 


2. How did Pilate taunt the Jews when 
he wrote the inscription for the cross? 


3. What friends of the Lord stood near 
during the crucifixion? 


4. What concern for his mother did 
the Lord show from the cross? 

5. What Psalm minutely describes the 
Lord’s suffering on the cross? 


6. What evidence have we that the 
Lord’s death was not the exhausted ex- 
piration of a defeated leader? 


For Primary Teachers . 
By Edith Goreham 


Byes up to the lesson by taking the 
children in imagination with you to 
the Garden of Gethsemane. Let us see 
God’s beloved Son walking there among 
the olive trees. How full of pain his 
face is! Speak softly to them of the 
awful mystery of sin. It is not physical 
pain that is making him suffer so. Why, 
what is it, then? It is because our sins 
are laid upon him. In agony of pain he 
said, later, as he hung on the cross, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” Children, even God his Father 
could not look upon -his Son when he 
was made sin for us. God hid his face 
from his beloved Son. Oh, what he is 
suffering, the sinless, spotless Son of God, 
because of your sins and mine there in 
the garden alone! Look! Even his dis- 
ciples are asleep. 

Then take the children in imagination 
with you to the judgment hall. See the 
mocking crowds. Hear them saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews,” smiting him as 
they say it. Then show him brought be- 
fore Pilate dressed in the purple robe 
with a crown of thorns on his head. The 
crowds are crying out, “Crucify him, cru- 
cify him.” Tell how Pilate said, “I find 
no fault in him.” The Jews are crying 
out, that he said he was the Son of God, 
and for saying this he must die. “Cru- 
cify him, crucify him,” the crowds shout. 
Explain here that he was the Son of 

. So it was only the truth he told 
then. The Son of God came to give his 
life a ransom for us. Emphasize the 
awfulness of sin and what it cost God to 
save us. . 

Take the children now with you to the 
green hill outside the city of Jerusalem. 
Show how even on the cross he thought 
of others as he had done all his life: his 
prayer to his Father to forgive them, the 
saving of the dying thief, and his thought 
for his mother. 

Then the chief priests mockingly said, 
“Save thyself, and come down from the 
cross. . . . He saved others; himself he 
cannot save.” What truth they spoke! 
If he would save others, he could not save 
himself. He could easily have come down 
from the cross, but he knew that if he 
did no one would be saved. It is because 








he suffered and died that he is able to 


God by him. He truly saved others, him- 
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self he cannot save. No, because he came 
not to save himself, but to give himself. 

Let me tell you how a little girl in her 
simple way understood this wonderful 
truth. Her mother was busy at the writ- 
ting table with an afternoon cup of tea. 
When the little child came in, her mother 
was busy and was about to send the child 
away when the little voice she loved 
called: “Mother, see, I have put the 
cup in the place of the saucer and the 
saucer is now where the cup _ stood. 
Mother, is that not substitution?” The 
mother put aside her writing at once and, 
taking the child on her knee, said: “Such 





“Toe 


a long word, darling ; what does it mean?” 

“Why, Mother, it means what Jesus 
did: he changed places with me.” 

Dear boys and girls, that is just what 
that long word “substitution” means. My 
sin, your sin, is placed on the dear Son 
of God. During a church service, a father 
noticed tears in his daughter’s eyes, and 
asked what she was crying for. “I want 
to be a Christian,” was the reply. 

“Why do you want to be a Christian?” 

“Because he was wounded for my trans- 
gressions.” 

Children, won’t you let him save you? 

Norwicu, Ena. 



















AND TO THINK | GAVE 
UP A GOOD JOB WHEN 
IMARRIED — JUST TO 
SCRUB AND SCRUB 


















DO YOU KNOW, NELLIE, 
I'VE ABOUT DECIDED TOGET 
MY OLD JOB BACK UNTIL JACK 
CAN AFFORD TO HIRE HELP 
FOR ME—1 ENJOY THE 
HOUSEWORK AND COOK- 
ING BUT—WASHDAY 
JUST ABOUT 
KILLS ME 





























UST USE MY SOAP, RINSO—IT 


OH, DONT BE SILLY, MABEL— 
J 
SOAKS CLOTHES SNOWY WHITE 












THATS GOOD NEWS 
TO ME. (LL TRY IT 
NEXT WASHDAY 








NEXT WASHOAY 





THIS SEEMS TOO GOOD To BE 
TRUE— I'VE NEVER SEEN THE 
WASH SO CLEAN—AND ALL 
1 DID WAS TO SOAK IT 














THAT EVENING 
{ YES, INDEED; . 
JACK — BUT t 
USED RINSO. NO 
SCRUBBING AND 















WHY, MABEL 
DEAR, YOU LOOK 
AS FRESH ASA 








DAISY. DION'T NO BOILING. I'M 
YOu DO THE NOT A BIT TIRED. 
WASHING: TODAY’? RINSO ISA 


MONEY-SAVER, 
BESIDES 











You, too, can get 
whiter washes 
with these safe suds 








INSO is becoming more popular with 
women every day. For women like 
snowy washes. They want their washable 
colored clothes to stay fresh-looking. And 
they know that Rinso soaks clothes whiter 
and brighter—safely. 

Cup for cup, Rinso gives twice as much 
suds as lightweight, puffed-up soaps— 
even in hardest water. The makers of 40 
famous washers recommend it. You'll 
like its lively, long-lasting suds for dish- 
washing, too. Grease soaks right off — 
even pots and pans come clean and shiny. 
Get the BIG package. 


A PRODUCT OF LEVER BROTHERS CO, 
[Pe ; 
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cottons and linens 
—white or colors 


It’s safe for your finest 








save to the uttermost all that come unto | 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





Beginning: The price. 

Discussion: Let the fellows talk about 
the cost of things—from inexpensive 
things all the way up to the World War 
with its $156,400,000,000 by November 11, 
1918. 

Objective: To realize the infinite cost 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. 














323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AY, fellows, does the price of a thing 

interest you? I guess it does. You 
may have a wealthy dad, but even at that, 
there are doubtless some things you have 
had to do without, because of the price. 
Your dad could have paid the price, but 
he wanted you to learn that there is a 
limit — somewhere. Many of you fel- 
lows, however, are spending your own 
money, and you have learned there is a 
price to pay for most of the objects of 
your desire. That price is usually the 
second thing you look at, and you ask 
yourself if you can afford it — that is, if 
you are careful of your spending. Some 
fellows are reckless enough to buy with- 
out considering the price, and that usually 
leads to embarrassment. 

Everything to be desired has its price 
—and somebody pays it. Price tags are 
on the goods that are to be sold. Some 
tags are round and neat and metal bor- 
dered. Some are square, some diamond 
shaped, some oval, and some like a shield. 
They are always fingered, for purchasers 
are interested in the price tag. 

We are looking at a price tag today, 
fellows, that is in the shape of a cross. 
It does not tell the whole price; it merely 
hints at it. Terrific cost as it is that 
the cross indicates, yet even the cross 
does not tell it all. The physical agony 
our Lord suffered when being nailed to 
the cross and while hanging on the cross 
is a fearful cost to contemplate, but even 
that did not compare with his mental and 
spiritual agony which began before he 
went to Calvary. He was bearing and 
atoning for the guilt of the whole world. 
Some one has calculated that if one dol- 





Pastor and Bible Student — Attention ! 


New York Summer School of Theology 
JUNE 27 TO JULY 15 


Offers a strong course at very low cost 
Dr. A. T. Robertson, Noted Greek Scholar on New Testament 
Dr. R. B. Kuiper, “ Preaching the Word” 
Dr. A. A. MacRae, Old Testament and Archaeology 
Dr. J. O. Buswell, Jr., “Christian Ethics—Sin and Its Remedy” 
Canon Dyson Hague, “ Philosophical Apologetics” 
Dr. Harry Ironside, “ Pastoral Evangelism,” 
and others 
SCHOLARLY—INTERDENOMINA TIONAL—SPIRITUAL 


No Entrance Requirements—No Examinations—No text books to buy 
Send for attractive folder—free 
( The School meets in the great building of Calvary Baptist Church) 





WILL 8. HOUGHTON, Chairman, 123 W. 57th Street, New York City 
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YOUR GIFT NOW 


WILL BRING TO YOU THE BLESSING 
OF GIVING WHILE LIVING AND THE 
GUARANTEE OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS THAT YOU WILL HAVE AN 


INCOME FOR LIFE 


186 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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lar had been placed at interest when Jesus | 
Christ was crucified and compounded an- 
nually since then, the accumulated amount 
would now be sufficient to pay off the 
national debts of every nation on earth: 
but, as a matter of fact, when Jesus Christ 
died on the cross he paid then and there, 
im full, all the debt of guilt owed by ail 
men, past, present, and future, for all time. 
I saw a boy stop as he passed through 
a store, and look at a pair of skates. He 
seemed much interested, and almost im- 
mediately. he took the price tag between 
his fingers and scanned the figure. Then 
I was sure I heard a sigh as he turned 
from it, ran his hands deep into his 
pockets, and sauntered on. The price was 
too much; he could not pay it. I stopped 
in the show room of a popular automobile 
and looked at the new models. I have 
a 1930, but these 1932’s far surpass it 
in beauty and style and efficiency. One 
of the cars particularly appealed to me. 
I fingered the price tag a moment, then 
did the same thing that boy did about the 
skates — sighed and sauntered on. The 
price was more than I could pay. 

Fellows, let’s stop a moment today and 
look at this cross, and think of the price 
it tells. We could never pay it—it is 
too much for us. We might arrange 
scmiehow to raise the price for the skates 
and for the automobile; but this price on 
the cross is more than all the world to- 
gether could pay. Yet it is the price of 
something we must have! We can do 
without skates and the car; but we must 
have life for our immortal souls. This 
is something more necegsary to us than 
anything existing or to imagined. 

And the blessed thought of today’s les- 
son is that we may have this life without 
cost, because Jesus Christ our Saviour has 
already paid the price. The penalty of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ. 


We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 


He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 

That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 


There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 

He only could unlock the gate 
Heaven, and let us in. 


O dearly, dearly has He loved, 
And we must love Him, too, 

And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 13) 


1. The Sermon on the Mount, recorded in 
Matthew 5, 6, and 7, is the first long address 
recorded in the Gospels, as the farewell mes- 
sage in John is the last. Both are spoken to 
the disciples, but the Sermon on the Mount 
was heard by the multitude as well. In the 
one, the principles of the kingdom of Heaven 
are presented at the beginning of the min- 
istry, and in John the intimate personal rev- 
elation preparing for the death and resur- 
rection and coming of the Holy Spirit is 
given. 

2. The words “glory,” or “glorify,” or 
“glorified,” occur eight times. The words, 
“Thou didst send me,” or “him whom thou 
didst send,” occur six times. The word 
“Father” occurs six times. 


3. Among other great ones these three 
stand out: The Comforter and His Work; 
The — Abiding Life; and The Returning 
Christ; though the Father’s House and the 
Christian’s_ Victory might rightly enlarge 
this list to five. 

4. There were four such interruptions, and 
the questioners were Peter, Thomas, Philip, 
and Judas (not Iscariot). 





5. Peter’s boastfulness of his own loyalty, 
} and-our Lord’s rebuke or warning, as re- 


| corded in John 13: 36-38, brought these 


words of comfort to him whose faith would 
be sorely tested by his own weakness. 

6. Belief in the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 1). 

7. Sin. 

8. Sin and fear. 

9. In John 14:2 our Lord says that in 
the Father’s house there are many mansions, 
or abiding places. In John 14: 26 he says 
that he and the Father will come unto those 
who love him and make their mansion, or 
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with him in the mansion he is preparing. 
He humbles himself to come and abide in 
our hearts as his mansion here ! 

ha By studying to know Jesus Christ (v. 
9). 

11. That the Father may be glorified in 
the Son (v. 13). 

12. “The hour is come” climaxes many 
allusions to “the hour,” “mine hour,” and 
the like. 


13. “Holy Father” and “Righteous 
Father” (John 17: 11, 25). 
14. Our Lord’s prayer, “That they may 
one” was primarily a prayer that we 
might be one with the Father (17: 21). 
That unity will make us one with all those 
who are truly united to him. 


1s. Christ links himself with the Father 
in asking faith in him as parallel with faith 
in God. He says, “He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father.” He makes himself 
equal with the Father in answering prayer 
(14:14). He is equal with the Father in 
sending the Holy Spirit (15: 26). He con- 
stantly links the Father and himself (15: 
23; 16:3). He claims that all that the 
Father has is his, which is possible only 
for one equal with God (16: 15). The prayer 
of the seventeenth chapter in all its parts 
is a proof that the Lord Jesus is equal with 
the Father. Otherwise, the words would be 
blasphemy. 

16. The central message is that as the 
Father sent Christ into the world, even so 
he is sending his disciples into the world 
(17:18), and he is telling them that the 
Holy Spirit is to come and convict the world 
of sin as he convicted the world through 
Christ, Christ now doing his greater works 
through his disciples. 








F ALL the trans- 
lations of the Bible 
ever made the American 
Standard Version is the 
most accurate. See it 
for yourself in a Nelson 
Bible at your denomina- 

tional bookstore. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 Fourth Ave., New York 
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. . - . the ONE 
Graded Course 


built squarely on the 
BIBLE only .... 


Standard closely Graded Lessons and 
Standard Uniform Lessons, teach 
More Bibl, and teach it Better! 
They are the preferred courses in thou- 
sands of scliools whose leaders believe 
that the function of the Church School 
is to teach Christ-centered Bible les- 
sons to the child, and to apply Bible 
truths to the conduct of every day 
life. Standard Lessons are Bible 
Lessons! 


Send for FREE PROSPECTUS 


Tell us the department in 
which you are interested. 
Prospectus contains 
specimen lessons and 
complete details about 
Standard Graded Cours- 
es. Mail your request 
today! Get started right 
now with Graded Les- 
sons that are ‘Irue to 
the Bible. Address 


THE STANDARD 
PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. SS-35 
8th & Cutter Sts. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 




















“abode” with them. We go there to abide 
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Lesson for March 20 








Don’t Forget the Jews 


“Jewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say “‘ Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds. 
No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we’ll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Christian Life” 
Series 
| Sunday School 
aoe ee 
Pointed, Sound, and Praca 


Sample Pack on Application 
| Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
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Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 

















CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
Make $20 -$50 Wkly. SALESMEN 


LERT Christians make good money as our 
local representative, You can earn quickly 

", oF add to family income by introducing 
The Bible in My Everyday Life,” a new 

work making accessible the inspiring riches 

of selected Bible verses under easy subject 
eadings. 


Sells because it serves. New, easy plan of 
Practical Bible study. Endorsed highly by 
the editors of this magazine, other leading 
Publications, and prominent scholars and 
preachers. Low price. Beautiful binding. 
Speak first for your community. Write today 
for details. 





SYSTEM BIBLE COMPANY 
Dest. B.S. One W. Linwood Blyd. Kansas City, Mo. 





(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


Z = ALUMINUM oF 
FINEST ¢ A ") S\LWER PLATE 


Workmamsmip ndividual 


Glasses 


jend for Illustrated Catalog | 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
Room 353 , 1701-1705 Chestruit Street. Philadelphia Pg 
















Get Bid of Dandruff 
by using 


Cuticura Soap 
assisted by 
Caticura Ointment 


PrSdeces® Dept 1th Malo . we 





A Whole Year for $1.00 





re IALUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while ! 


“ 


get. 


i ag the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest J can 


. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 














RATOR 158 Fifth Ave 





MONEY FOR YOU 
SEARCH YOUR OLD TRUNKS AND SEND ALL OLD 
PAID. GEORGE HAKES. 290 Broadway. 
New York. ¢ 


ALLOONS 


30 small or 20 assorted,2 dimes. Partyassort- 
ment 100, in big variety, $1.00. Game book 
free. Wyandot Co., Galion, Ohio. 


And Short Stories for Newspapers and Magazines. 
Copyright Book—‘‘ How to Write for Pay’’—FREE. 
Press [nstiTuTe, 114 Ozark Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
















When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Mastering John’s Gospel 


HAE you mastered the Gospel of 
John, the book that is being studied 
in the present Quarter in the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons? A 
valuable, brief commentary on this Gos- 
ple is “Mastering John’s Gospel, the Cen- 
tral Book of the Bible,” by Robert C. 
McQuilkin, President of Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C., who is now 
writing the leading lesson article each 
week in the Trmes. The pamphlet also 
contains a list of “Books on the Gospel 
of John,” and a list of the lessons for the 
First and Second Quarters of 1932. It 
may be had at 10 cents a copy, $1 a dozen, 
or $7.50 a hundred copies, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 








The Victorious Life 


























Month-End Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


THESE days of pressure and strain 
many doubtless feel the need of getting 
away from “things” for a day or so to be 
alone with the Lord and to listen to his 
voice which always brings peace to the 
heart. Keswick Grove, N. J., provides 
an ideal place for such a retreat. 

The month-end Victorious Life Con- 
ferences are held the last week-end of 
each month. The tentative list of Bible 
speakers for the remaining conferences is 
as follows: 

Mar. 2s5-27—W. W. Rugh of the Bible Insti- 
tute of Pennsylvania. 
Apr. 28-30—Charles A. Blatchley, Haddon- 

field, N. J. 

Keswick is beautiful in spring as well 
as in summer. For reservation or for 
further information please address Addi- 
son C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Mar. 27. What Is the Meaning of Easter? 1 
Cor. 15: 1-11. (Easter meeting.) 

Apr. 3. Why Do We Have a Church? Matt. 
5 : 13-16; 13:33. (Consecration meeting.) 
Apr. 10. How Should We Use Sunday? John 

9:1, 13-16; Acts 20:6, 7. 
Apr. 17. Putting Purpose into Life. Phil. 
3 3 12-16. 





Sunday, March 20 


How Can I Show My Crowd That I 
Am a Christian? 


(John 13:35; Titus 3 : 1-8) 





Mon—A secret follower (John 3: 1-13). 

Tues.—Proof positive (John 13: 35). 

Wed.—A changed attitude (Matt. 7: 12). 

Thurs.—A better life (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

Fri—By well doing (1 Pet. 2: 11-16). 

Sat.—Perfect love perfect proof (Matt. 
5 : 43-48). 











Why cannot I be a Christian in secret? 
What do people expect of a Christian? 
How may Christ change my life? 


CERTAIN traveling salesman was 

telling a friend of the treatment he 
had received at the hands of an individual 
in a business house with which he had 
been dealing. The rudeness and injustice 
stirred the listener and brought an angry 
protest. 

“And you did nothing about it after- 
ward? You let that pass too easily. A 
fellow like that deserves to be taught a 
lesson.” 

“Yes, but — I’m not here to avenge per- 
sonal wrongs, you know. I’m on business 
for the firm,” answered the salesman 
quietly. nt 


As Christians, we need to remember, 
do we not, that we are here on business 
for ‘the firm? There may be many things 
that may be just and right and proper, 
and yet which will be entirely out of keep- 





ing with our mission. as. Christians. The 
Lord Jesus said to the little group of 
believers as he was leaving them on the 
Mount of Olives to return to his Father, 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

One of his apostles who in a marvel- 
ous way was such a witness wrote, “Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God” (2 Cor. 5: 20). 

The true follower of the Lord Jesus, 
therefore, will show his colors by being 
a witness for his Lord and Master. This 
is one of the reasons why it is difficult to 
be a Christian in secret. Nicodemus tried 
to be a secret follower, as did also Joseph 
of Arimathea. But the time came when 
they either had to declare themselves or 
forsake the One in whom they believed. 
And it is good to know that they stood 
the test and dared to take the body of 
the Lord from the cross and give it proper 
burial. “ 


Difficult though it may be to believe, 
it is none the less true that those who do 
not love and serve our Lord nevertheless 
expect us, who say we are his followers, 
to witness for -him. They may laugh at 
and sneer at us. They may get angry 
when we speak to them about Christ. But 
they do not fail to notice #nd condemn 
us, if we do not speak to them about him. 
The world may scoff at an out-and-out 
witness, but it respects one. Nothing so 
belittles a Christian in the eyes of the 
world as a fear to stand foursquare for 
the principles he claims to believe. 

ye 


But this does not mean that we have 
to make ourselves obnoxious in order to 
be witnesses. We need Christian tact 
and courtesy. We may respect the rights 
of others without respecting or approving 
the things they do. It is possible to be 
courteous and tactful and yet uncompro- 
mising with others who do not believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is easy for 
young people in their enthusiasm and zeal 
for Christ to be blind td the fact that they 
are running roughshod over the rights 
and feelings of others. And all too often 
the term Christian has come to mean in 
the eyes of the world intolerance and 
bigotry. Let us ask God to give us that 
loving tact that, while standing true to 
him, nevertheless gives no just cause for 
offense. “ 


This brings us to some of the other 
things that those outside of Christ may 
expect to see in our lives. Our lesson 
emphasizes the sign that our Lord said 
would tell all men that we belong to him. 
It is our love for other Christians (John 
13:35). Nothing puzzles and repels an 
unbeliever more than the lack of love 
Christians show one toward another. How 
can we witness to a Saviour of love by 
unloving deeds and words to fellow Chris- 
tians? 

% 

But the follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ will prove his discipleship, not only 
in his love for his fellow®Christians but 
also in his attitude toward his enemies. 
Christ left us a clear course of action. 
He says, “Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you; that ye may 
be the children of your father which is 
in heaven” (Matt. 5: 44, 45). 

The world is used to the code “tit-for- 
tat.” But a spirit that gives good for evil 
can be explained only in one way, — by 
the love of God dwelling in our hearts 
(Gal. 5:22). 

Perhaps as we have thought of some 
of these things that should show our dis- 
cipleship of Christ, we have been realiz- 
ing how far short we come, not only in 
what he expects of us, but in what the 
world expects. Here we must face the 
great truth that God alone can work in 
our hearts that change that shall make 
such witnessing for him possible. 

Of ourselves we cannot truly love our 
enemies. If you believe you can, apart 
from Christ, just try it. Humanly speak- 
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Fewer Bibles 
in 
Hard Times 


For in hard times the Scriptures 

have a message of encourage- 

* ment. Read this great Bible 
passage : 


“Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... 
Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to came, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

Romans 8: 35-39 


§ For ip Bead tomes (es wel 

|] t good) the enterprise of Christi- 
anity needs an abundance of 

Scriptures. 

Read the list of American institutions to which 


the American Bible Society last year furnished 
Scriptures : 








Homes for Deling 
Aged, Semdiies _— 
avy and Marine 
Arm; ed s Barracks, Hospitals, 
s Institutes Training Stations 





Missionaries in Foreign Countries tum with 
expectancy to the American Bible Society for 
their ‘supply of Scriptures. 


* Indis ble * was the term used by a secre- 
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions of a 

ing denomination in describing the service 
rendered to the missionary enterprise by the 
American Bible Society. 


Last year the American Bible Society carried 
on its work of Scripture distribution in thirty- 
six countries abroad and aided such work in 
many other lands. The Society issued Scrip- 
tures in 285 languages. 


But “ No” will have to be changed to “ Yes” 
unless funds are immediately forthcoming to 
help the American Bible Society meet the 
urgent demands facing it. 


WHAT 
WILL YOUR 
ANSWER BE? 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Dept. S, Astor Place, New York 


No! is my answer. And I enclose 


$1 $5 $10 $20 $50 $100 
(carcle or check amount you enclese) 


to prove my belief in what the Bible can do 


nm times. 


FE cree kee ea cbiccsdeetakiveseons 


Address SSCS ESSESSESESSHESEHCEEESEO 
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ing we find it impossible to do good to 
them that hate us or to pray prevailingly 
for those who despitefully use us and per- 
secute us. Such a course is against every 
inclination of our nature. But the blessed 
part of it all is that God can and will 
give us a new nature if we will permit 
him. The marks of the Spirit-filled Chris- 
tian,—love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self- 
control,— these are to be produced, not 
by our striving and straining, they are 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Our part 
is to yield ourselves unconditionally to 
him, and to let him work out his perfect 
will in us. We are to trust him that 
he is doing just this, and that he is 
guiding our lives to those good works 
that will honor God and will demonstrate 
before all our fellow men that we truly 
belong to him and are serving him. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

ool ies caeeg packed the International 
Sunday ool Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa,) 


March 14 to 20 


Mon.—John 18:1-11, Jesus Betrayed. 

Our Lord was never surprised. He was 
now deliberately and majestically emerg- 
ing from Gethsemane’s shadows to drink 
his cup. Stier draws a contrast: “When 
men sought to make Him King, He fled; 
now that they seek to put Him to death, 
He goes forth to meet them.” Judas 
remorse must have been at its beginning, 
as he and the rest are hurled into a heap 
before the Lord’s calm Jehovah claim, “I 
am.” The Temple officials were again 
realizing “never man spake as this man. 
Augustine says, “What will He do when 
He cometh to judge, who did this when 
He was to be judged?” We can get an 
idea of how all the tribes of earth will 
wail because of him, as the prophecy is 
fulfilled; “He shall smite the earth with 
the rod of his mouth.” 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for “The 
Filipino Evangelist” to be started by the 
Association of Baptists for Evangelism in 
the Orient. It will be a monthly in Eng- 
lish with a supplement in different Fili- 
pino dialects, aimed to reach the forty 
thousand students in Manila and Chris- 
tian workers in the various denominations. 
Pray for Dr. Paul Culley and his mother 
recently returned after furlough (Miss 
Alice M. Hudson, Treasurer, 44 Chestnut 
St., East Orange, N. J.) 

Tues—John 18:15-27. Jesus Denied. 

Peter has his “apostolic successors” to- 
day in very many leaders of the Church 
who are warming themselves by the fires 
of the rejectors of our Lord. Modernism 
is a Caiaphas of “theology,” rejecting es- 
sential historic faith, crucifying afresh the 
Lord Jesus. Yet great churchmen are 
fellowshiping in the modernistic Federal 
Council of Churches, the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, and even officially godless Soviet- 
ism. We need a revival that will produce 
a multitude of accusing chanticleer voices 
to stir up sleeping consciences. 

PraYeER SuGcestTion: Pray for Mr. M. 
M. aay owed Yokote, Akita Ken, Japan, a 
quiet, humble worker, doing an earnest 
and conscientious work for God. 
Wed.—John 18 : 28-40. Jesus Tried. 

“A famous skeptic after looking at 
Munkacsy’s ‘Christ Before Pilate’ said, 
‘The artist has reversed the positions of 
these men; he has painted Pilate before 
Christ.” Three possible courses were open 
before the first Pilate and to all succeed- 
ing Pilates. The first, evasion and delay. 
No, Pilate could not pass the decision to 
Herod. Then, to act upon the admission 
of the faultlessness of Jesus, or, in de- 
liberate violation of conscience, to cast 
— out. He chose thé latter course. 

or the present prosperity of a question- 
able business, for a dance, a game of 
cards, a sensual play, millions are reject- 








ing that very Jesus whom they find with- 
out a fault.”—Dr. C. I. Scofield. 

Prayer, Succestion: Pray for the 
Lord to give a large circulation and bless- 
ing to the new book of travel in Palestine 
and other Near East lands, “Under the 
Olive Trees,’ by. the Rev. Thomas M. 
Chalmers, of the New York Jewish Mis- 
sionary Society ($1.25 postpaid; 2654 
Marion Ave., New York City). 
Thurs.—John 19: 4-16. Jesus Condemned. 

Ours is the most Pilate age of all. It 
is asking the question, “What is truth,” 
but turning on a contemptuous heel be- 
fore the written Word which can give the 
only real answer. Our. universities are 
cementing in the minds of youth the habit 
of skepticism. As one says, “Before him 
stood the Truth, but Pilate had lied to 
his soul so long that he could not discern 
Him. ... The very suggestion that there 
could be some nobler, sweeter Kingdom 
than that resting upon blood and oppres- 
sion did not even stir a question in Pilate’s 
dead soul.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for George 
and Anna Fiske (Tandjongselor, Boelon- 
gan, Borneo), often doing interior jour- 
neying among the Dyacks; for their con- 
vert, Djalong Ipoy, Dyack king; for 
twenty-six natives baptised last summer. 
Fri—John 19: 17-30. Jesus Crucified. 

The writing of headlines for great 
events is an art with newspaper men. The 
Holy Ghost, with the pen of predestina- 
tion in his hidden hand, was the real 
writer of the superscription on the cross, 
“Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.” 
It was the title to the greatest news event 
in the universe.. Sir Alfred Tennyson 
was passing an aged woman’s vine-clung 
cottage. “What news this morning?” he 
asked. “Sir Alfred, I only know one piece 
of news, that Jesus Christ died for all 
men.” “Madam,” replied the poet, “that 
is old news, and good news, and new 
news !” 


Prayer SuGcestions: Praise God the 
Door of Hope home at 1020 Matthews 
Avenue, Utica, N. Y., was able to pay the 
interest on its mortgage; pray that the 
thirty-four hundred dollar mortgage may 
be paid off soon; pray for the thirty-four 
girls and twenty-seven babies; for such 
homes everywhere;-for God to help pay 
the debts on all hts Gospel plants. 
Sat.—John 19 : 31-42. Jesus Buried. 

When a dead man was thrown into 
Elisha’s tomb, he sprang back into life. 
Outside he. heard the tramp of a Moab- 
ite army (2 Kings 13:20, 21). We are 
buried with Christ as well as crucified 
with him, in that spiritual union by which 
he took our human nature to the Cross. 
The Moabites were typical of the flesh, 
being descendants of Lot and one of his 
daughters. The only safe place for the 
time being for that revived Hebrew was 
there with Elisha’s bones. In a mystical 
sense, our safety from fleshly lusts rests 
in our co-crucifixion, co-burial, and co- 
resurrection with our divine Elisha, our 
Lord Jesus. 


PraYER Succestions: Pray for the 
Dublin Y. M. C. A. (Captain R. Wallis, 
Lower Abbey St., Dublin, Ireland); for 
the diminishing Protesiant population 
(now seven percent) in the Emerald Isle; 
for the pure evangelical message there. 
Sun.—Romans 5 : 1-8. Christ Died for Us. 

*How contemptible is he who lacks the 
moral ability io do that which is right! 
Christ died for the pusillanimous. . . . 
What men can scarcely do for the good, 
God has done abundantly for the vile and 
despicable. Verse 9 is the solitary in- 
stance in the New Testament where ‘jus- 
tified by blood’ occurs. Grace is the source, 
faith the condition, works the evidence of 
justification; but what is it to be justified 
by blood? . . . The argument comes to 
this: if man in his odious sin found the 
favor of God, how much more shall that 
man love His favor whom he accounts 
right on the ground of redeeming blood.” 
—Dr. J. M. Stifler on Romans (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York City, $1.50). 

PraYER SuGGESTION: Pray for a new 
car for the Heart of India Mission Band 
(Bangalore, S. India). The old car has 
bronchitis, and is threatened with paral- 
ysis; pray for all the work in South India. 
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Spring is nhot far 






Spring sunshine decree 
the banishing of snow 
drifts, the break-up of ice 
in brook and river—and, 
in such a little while, the 
blossoming of the arbutus, 
the anemone, the crocus. 


d Who does not welcome 
the coming of Spring? 


Like Rays of Clorious Sunshine. 


students of The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago have penetrated 
to the farthest corners of the earth. They have carried the warmth 
and glow of the gospel message to such as sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. At the present hour more thah twelve 
hundred Moody-trained missionaries, representing some sixty mis- 
sionary boards, are laboring under more than fifty national flags. 

Bible training for these messengers of light and salvation was 
extended to them at the Moody Bible Institute, without cost for 
tuition, through the generosity of donors and friends who have 
sent their gifts from all parts of the world. The Institute is founded 
upon the faith and prayers and gifts of these friends of Bible 
instruction. 


“Many generous donors have made their gifts in the form of 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE LIFE ANNUITY CONTRACTS 


thus being assured an income while they live, and making 
possible the promotion of this ministry of teaching and 
training when they are called from earth. 















“ 
Note well: Annuity income rates (4% to 10%) a gt 

do not fluctuate, but are constant; the Annuity P'S" 

Check is mailed promptly, and without the roe ae 


clipping of a coupon. 


A BOON AND A BLESSING 


is found in the Annuity Con- 
tracts for those who wish 
freedom from business care 
and anxiety. Let the 
Bureau of Annuities tell 
you about it. 


Please sign and 
return the 





coupon. 






The warming rays of 
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